
Rockford. Amaterrr B,ad.io Assoclation

To aI I members who arti ci pateci i n 'Fi el d Da operations 1976:

I would like to thank each and every one of you personally,
but might just miss a few VIP'_E,.so in the Ham Rgg it goes. I-am
sure all the inembers read it from cover to coTei.

AII phases got off to a good start, except one and those of
you who were present know the one I am referring to. tle have a
very respectable score to submit to ARRL. It will be close to
thirty-two hundred points, including multipliers. Thanks to the
efficient, top-notch operators who were responsible for keeping
I,{9AXD/9 on the air for all twenty-four hours without any intemup-
tions or breakdowns except for generator shut-down for refueling.

To aII of you, no matter if you only held on to a guy rope
while securing antennas, you were instrumental in making this
1976 Field Day a great successl

To I'lr. John Wacker for that Sunday morning sunrise breakfast --
aII agreed the ham and eggs were excellent. AIso to Mr. C'lyde Aspling,
tdBgKOT, for providing the ideal location.

R.A.R.A. once again has proven that we can provide reliable
communication via amateur radio, with emergency power should the
occasion arise. AIso, operators with the knowledge and responsibility

--Jo those we will be serving, if and when a disaster strikes. And who
kn=ows when?????? l,le will be on hand.

Thanks again for your very fine co.operation in making this year's
Field Day exercise one that will benefit all area area amateurs and
for f,uture Field Days, make this b worthwhile project. SK...-.-

73 K9Ut^10

Field Day Chairman
197 6



Presid,entb LoS .,iles'r

From all reports, Field Day was a big success. There were
many people who participated, and they all enjoyed doing it. It
was gratifying to have a number of people who are proficient in
contest work take part in Field Day. Elsewhere in this lssue, you
will see pfctures of the Fie1d D'ay site. Frank Reiter K9UWO, the
Field Day Chairman, did an exc6ilent job. For those of you who
didn't visit the Field Day site, it was an lmpressive lay-out. A
gieat big thanks to our landlord,- C1yde Aspling WggfOT, foi letting
us use his property. d .

The Ham Fest Commlttee hetd a meeting ]uly 6 , L97 6. They
reviewed what has been done until now, and what needs to be done
in the future to have a successful Ham Fest. Paul Dean WB9HGZ,
will be contactlng some of you for assistance as the day for the
Ham Fest approches. He will need people to selI tickets at the
gate, to distribute coffee and donuts, and to help in generat the
day of the Ham Fest. The two main prizes that we're going to
give away that day, are here and have tested.

By now,some of you are on vacation and we hope that you
have a wonderful time and will retur's to the September meeting full
of enthusiasim for the activities for the winter.

i I have heard many favorable comments about the new format
of the Ham Rag. I want to thank Ited ]ohnson K9IOS and his

:r'fl_]:: *:_ttl1_wav :n:, have anTo:_To 
1n:'5j"_1 , ,::: . :

I would llke to remind the membershlp to send in the money
for the Ham Fest tickets as they dispose of them. We would like
to avold a last minute rush the week before the Ham Fest.

See you at the Ham Fest !

73

Iohn WN9SGF



td,itor's QnIUf re*Ts

Field Day has come and gone leaving in its wake some fond
memories and a spirit of togetherness among the club members.
If someone would have told me just a short time ago that I would
spend a night in a barn with a bearded, gr^dj:haired man, I'would
have questioned their sanity. Never the less, Ham Rag Associate
Editor, WB9PBY was my partner for those twelve hours. Together
we got butchered on 75 phone, annihilated on 40 C},l, and ignored
on 6 SSB. After our humbling experience, it was still a pleasure
to watch the club's top operators in action. Other events included
l,lB9ILH "speaking" to Field Day. Chairman, K9UW0 after the latter
climbed the tower to secure the beam, I,{N9SGF sustaining the club
with ham and eggs on Sunday morning, and the strange feeling in the
stomachs of WA9APA, WB9PBY, and myself as we watched }{B9HNJ devour
a bacon burger and chocolate malt and ask for a bowl of chili at
4:00 a.m. in a local "greasy spoon." In any case, we are starting
now by going into training for next year's Field Day.

The editors wish to thank Clark Bullen, W9C0X, for the photo-
graphs that appear in this issue and we would like to commend
PauI Klein, K9VJJ' for his fine publicity program.

You wil'l notice that the "Tech Topics" column does not have
the name of the author on it. This is because a'll of the editors
worked on it. We found that AI Friedman is such an exacting and
precise person that we had to pool our talents. It is no wonder
that he is the fine operator that he is. l,lhile on the subject of
lal9YRA, WB9PBY and myself spent an evening with A1 and Dennis, l,l9DDL,
and Gene, K9IKP. 0f course the discussion was DX. After some
"mi'lk and cookies," Al showed some slides of stations on the West
Coast complete with 40 meter beams on I00 foot booms and "Ca'lifornia
Kilowatts." Later on in the evening WSDDL bared his soul and con-
fessed that he did other things besides DX. He sometimes operates
W9DDL/MM; No, that does not mean maritime but motorcycle mobile.
He is using a HR2A on his cycle with a microphone element hung from
his helmet on a coat hanger.
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Tech-ToBlcs

..,Learning to operate DX phone requires two basic attributes. First isto "listen to numerous DX QSO's. The second is to know your capability toinitiate a potential Dx QS0," says W9YRA, AI Friedman, who is oh of thil
c]ub's most successful DX operators. AI maintains that if one has. the
patience for these two things, anyone can become a successful DX operator.
His shack attests to his word, for. it is Iiterally filled with DX iwards --
including an ARRL Hsnor Roll award. His collection of QSL cards is also
astounding. He has two QSL cards he particularly prizes -- both from the.
Middte East. They are a card from King Hussein ot'Jordan and another from
a Saudi Arabian Prince signed HRH (nis Royal Highness.) AI has had otherthrills too, though not DX; he's had the opportunity t6 Qso with Arthur
Godfrey and Senator Goldwater.

"That's just great," one might mutter, but he,s got to have some
sggfgt techniques. "Secrets? Not really,." says AI . ,,Basically it's theability t9 Iisten, concentrate and to know which DX contact is possible."
To those just beginning DX work, Al suggests that one simpty do'a lot of
careful observing on the 20 meter band between I 4.200 and I4.Z5O. This is
where most Dx Qs0's occur. "The QS0's are usually quicker but the basics
are right there if you want them," said AI. For bxample, sometimes one
can turn on his rig and hear a lot of DX. After'listbning a few minutes,
one realizes that only tll's and ll2's are being called. perhaps a half-
hour later, t{3's and W8's start getting called and a little liter l,l9's and
0's. It's important to listen to the akip as it moves from East to t'lest
across the country. so, when the skip is in 9 land, it's an easy contact?
"Yes," says AI. "If you and your station have the capability.', -By 

this
he means one's station antenna system, power and the operatoi's timing for
the proper moment to make contgct. For example, is there a mob of cailsfor one DX station? working with only the rig's exciter and a Iimited
antenna system, one would probably be lucky to make a contact. The reason?
There are too many Kl.l stations with good beams after that.station.

A] lgt gp a vivid example of the importance of a station's capability
with WBSPBY (Jim Michna, who has never wbrked phone DX) just to make some
of these points. l,'lBgPBY runs a Heathkit SB 401-303 barefoot into a vertical
HT IB. Al's station has a Drake TR-3, a tKtl linear and a 4 element 20 meter
beam at 60 feet. Al established a contact with Yozo, KH6HHD in Hawaii at
14.255 and had WB9PBY in the QS0. Yozo was using an SB 401-303, o IKW linear
and a tri-band beam. The effect of the antenna systems was most impressive.
Here's a comparison of the S-meter readings:

Kll6HHD reports

to l,l9YM (hlgyRA using exciter snly) -- 5 x 6
(H9YRA using IKt'l linear) -- E x 8

to I{B9PBY (}lBgPBY using exciter only) -- 5 x Z to 3

That gives Al 21 db more than Jim and he's not using his linearl lt's 33 dbif one adds the linear. To top it off, Al's beam allowed him to give Yozo
a 5 x 9 plus l0 db and Jim could only give him a 5 x 6. Here's where the



bad QRM reaily made the differencg, Ig. Ar could. copy solid and Jim onrypart. 0f course yozo couldn;t-qet-alr ilit-iir-had to say and AI actedas rerav for Jim. This ir a qodd.-.!lipi.-Jt a station,s iapability andwhat a beam can do. rn tict,'ii r.tiil;;;'u.um is the mosl irportantasset anv DX operator .., ttitie. gg!;-hi-uir6"l[..rr., that one-can workDX without a beam or a'lineir-ampffi..l -i.-hii 
aon. it himseif with the]l;l ?Sflffil.li: e aipoi.-ir iii. tre-"ior.'' v;;r.rou.bet, to the tune or

a nr.e-Io;iil;'iii; r|ilrflfirl'[;,1re nrovea'it'ii',rir-in-rii'"ltJlion-yiit['

So, how does one do it?
Listen, observe how the pro's do it and watch for the skip.Know your station,, .ipu6iitii.i.
Because the sunspot cvfr; i;-;;;. to its minimum, propagation is oftenpoor to many parts of trre wori'J. ir,.reio..,'i'i"!s 

-qsneiially impor_tant to know when to Iisten-r0,.'u particurir pir! of the worid. The

H:iiri;l;ilffi iii"srl 
yH, 

r I .q$.{# I 
r,I;?f 

, i:, 
;ii;x, 

ii, i ur; r
lrlith lesser gear and antenrd, listep for-l good sign?,, but one that,snot too popul (nememner,'tf,. mobs wifi iiii you.)r'rork sorB phone ox'contesi;, ;;; thq; ;;;.niio'sisnificanily in dever-;[]fril:'s operating teiriniqr.i and-vou don;I hur. to fee] that you
Most important -- get your feet wet; try and don,t be afraid of it.The operators out ih..l-nrn;i-u. mad at you.

Al indicated that he is not the-onry operator in the area who worksDX and that Vic, t<guiy,i, ir."port, Denn.ir,"wgDDr. in Loves park, Larry,K9LKA in BeIvidere., ana_eenel-[gr# i;"i,i;;;oe.ienter, att stand high in theDXCC standings' .I!.ti-t., tipi'.sent-a weiti[ oi expertence and we are for-tunate to have them, uut-itii"a-smail -d:6rp-.ni'il,.re,s 
room ior many more.They woula ue nappv'to-i.."oinlru ioin"i[e,[ ul-nx operators.

Experienced or not, and with ail of the crues given, Ar says, ,,0neshould expect frustratiig-divi'*tr.n. noir,i,id-r..ils to go iignt. -,In 
fact,that's a special time foi pu'ti.n..,,,he indicates.

A good dear .of. experience clT bring r00 countries in one DX contestweekend (provided ttre 6ina-.J.aiiion; iiis'iJoii"und ir can happen if one
;:[f:,1::o,,ll*]r;,ool,33;,:i:!.;, more thail-on6.t -v; # ffiffi ao ii wi*r

r)
?')
3)

4)

5)

6)

i'' 4,tit ,l'ltil:!n,a,, ,,r,
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HAMFEST COMMITTEE NEWS

The annual Bel-Rock Hamfest is scheduled this year for
sunday, August 29th . The committee has been working hard for
the last several weeks in preparation for this big event. The
main prizes . are ordered and have arrived. First prize is a
Regency 2m FM Handy Talkie - Deluxe package. The secondpfize should appeal, not only to the amateur operator, but alsothr hobbyist. It is a simpson Model 464 Dlgita1 Multimeter.
Many other smaller prlzes will be obtained in the next few weeks
for hourly drawings.

You probably have already received your ten (I0) ttctets.
Please try to sell aII ten. Remember that the proflts are divlded
in proportlon to the number of tickets so1d. Let's be sure we
sell our share ! It is this money that helps keep the club golng
throughout the year.

we regret to have to inform you that the F.c.c. is no long-
er adminlstering examinatlons at Hamfests. The program was can-
celled because of , betisze it or not, lack of lnterest.

worried about the flies ? If you were at the Hamfest lastyear, you know that we had an abundance of lnsect pests. Rest
easy; this year we are fogging the place before the Hamfest to
rid the grounds of these pests. Also what about rain? \Me have
reserved the large buildtng at the Falrgrounds in case of rain.

In all, lt looks to be another grreat }Iamfest. We hope to
see you all there. ']ohn wacker and paul Dean will be calling on
some of you for help the day of the Hamfest. Let's all try to
help out. It's for the good of the club and should prove io be
a good time for everyone. By the way , If you. are going to a radio
store or Hamfest, take along some fllers! pa6l wBgHGZ and
Mike K9ORV both have a good supply.

In closing, a big Thank You goes to
especially the fine committee:

Mike George K9ORV
DaIe Veline WA9BWK
Iack Muntz (treas. ) WBgpCA

all who are helping out,

John Wacker WN9SGF
Claude WBgpMM

73 and see you at the Hamfest !

Paul Dean
Ilamfest Committee Chairman
Phon€- Home: 3 gT -G363

\Mork: 9 BV -6453
(available Lunch break- 1I:40-1 2: I0)

!' 6r: "4



trner[fency rcoYY

Twenty-three amateur radio stations and two n.a.C.E.S. stailonS.
participated in a Severe Thunderstorm and Tornado Watch situation on
sunday evening, ]une l3th , utilizing both the E.A.R.S. repeater
(146.0f -.61) and the n.a. C. E. S. repeater (145. 6S_L47. 00)

All participating stations furnished wehther information to Kgelry
who.''bcted'as net control and passed this info to the National Weather'servlce 'at the Greater Rockford Alrport by land line. wAgIyK repor-ted a tree down across spring cqeek.Foad at Beloit Road. wgecr

.kept us posted on the Freeport area weather. wBgpMM reported an
automob'ile accident at Route 76 and orth Road with no injuries.
wgDDL'lost the use of hfs telephone urra ,"lo E.A.R.s. and the
weather net control station's phone to locate an expected friend who
did not show. wBgHNJ "baby s5t,, a downed hlgh tension wire at
Elm and Maple Avenues until Commonwealth Edison arrlved about
mldnlght, thus freeing a winnebago sheriff's pollce squad for oth-
er duties. K9IKP suffered lightning damage to his rotor after updating
our weather info on the Monroe center area. wglxm in Dundee re-
Iayed webther info from the Chicago area. WA9BWK provided liaison
with Belvidere and Boone County C.D. WBgEZy kept.us posted on
weather in the clinton, wisconsin area. wBgHHH relayed 5 state
weather info frbm the T.v. cable and acted as net control when
K9QYY went code 192 as did wBgoGD later in the fiight. wgwl.
checked in from ]anesville on his way home to Rockford and pro-
vided webther info from that area. wgGKI has a window giving him
an unobstructed view to the west and North ftom his erH and let
us know and let us know what was approaching from those directions.
wBgTPY/MoblIe 9 passed by on the toll road during the height of thestorm. wgRMl,/Mobite 9 stayed with us from Freeport to Genoa wlth
constant reports. K9AMI and his crew deserve a trophy for providing
excellent lightnlng protection for the E.A;R.s. repedter whlch keptgoing strong during a storm sufficient to knock out the whole Metro
cable system and several broadcast stations. our county c.D.
Direstor, (7KI) Nate McCIure, Iead fire trucks to a fire they could
not find near hls QTH. others who checked in were wAgpBe,
I(gwI, W9BAV, wBglue, wAgFFL, wBgssz, and 2nd Deputy Direc-
tor .ef the County CD, Art Hampton (7K3).

This busy evening also provided a real test of the county's
new weather Alert system on 47. 5 Mhz. The National weather ser-vice at the Greater Rockford Alrport used the system several times
during the evening to broadcast the original Tornado Watch and the
subsequent followup announcements. It worked like a charm and
is'providing a real serylce for the people of Winnebago and surround-ing Counties.



PotBorffiri uBe**

FCC's FIRST ACTION oN RESTRUCTURING was taken late last
week and Novices and Technicians became the principal beneflci-
aries. This first Report and order on Docket z0z\z liberalize,s
both license classes' privileges but appears io reject the ',Dual
Ladder" approach to restructuring that was such. an integral part
of the docket's original philosophy.

Technician Class Licensees 'receive the most significant bene-
fit in the form of full Novice privileges -- cw on g0, 40, Is, and
10 meters. No other Technician prlvileges were changed.at this
time, so it's still possible that l0 meter phone and,/or expansion
of Technician frequencles on the bottom of two or six meters may
be part of expected later actiofis oi' zozaz. Technician exams
will no longer be "mail order", elther -- the Repor[ ahd order makes
administration of Tech exams an FCC Field office job.

Novices Recieve two benefits under the just announced Rules
changes. Power timits for Novices have been raised to 250 watts,
and a Novice who has {ailed to upgrade during his two-year license
term w111 be permitted to continue as a Novice by taking another
Novice exam -- the requlrement for a one-year delay before going
for another Novice license has been dropped. The new 250 watt
Novice power limit actually applies to Novice frequencies, by the
way -- anv station operating in the Novlce sub bands will be limi-
ted to 250 watts regardless of what crass license he holds.
- except Novice .are effectively
being eliminated. The one exception that will remain is for an
applicant who cannot travel because of medical reasons and who can
back it up with a physicians's statement. All others (except Nov-
ices) wilt be required to take their exams at an FCC Field office,
regardless of the distance which they may have to travel to get
there. All applicants who do not already hold a .Novice or .higher
class Amateur license will also be required to take and pass Element
2 (the Novice written exam) along with the'hlgher cldss test. EIe-.,
ment 2 will only be, given after the higher class thes has been taken
and passed, howevqr, to avoid burdening the Field offi;;, ;ith giv-
lng Novice exams to applicants who really didn't expect to get a
higher class license but wanted to avoid the added delays iri getting
a mail order Novice license.
. All Present conditional and Technician (c) license holders will
be "grandfathered" into straight Technician and General Class licenses
as their present licenses come up for renewal. No reexaminations
wlll be requlred, which should make at least a few present license
holders breathe easlei!

The Effective Date for the new Ru1es changes is IuIy a3
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SaIe:

Sal e: 2 meter FM, converted to
Fi fteen -watts out and set up

Sale:

Jim t'lichna, [rIB9PBY

R0GrffitRD AilITEUR till0 rssffilrTl0il
P.0. B0I fl44 R0G[f0Rlt, tLLH0lS 6ilt0

cable. . --:

Al Fri edmar+a* I49YRA ,

=:-.=" 
--i ,*-.'",

Heathkir DX60B with ffitii,.teoal
crystal s
Haicrafters SR43AC 6 and 2 Meter Trans-
ceiver with AM and Cb'l. AIso includes a
National 62 VFO

968- 7380

r"uiD**'** WE3frGZ

$go. oo

$t z5 .00

llets:
zEJ ilhz. ilodaf 9:ll0 P.il.

5Ol thz. tlightH 9:00 ?.t

146.9{ ilhz tonday E.00 P.t.

RAGTS llondaf E:3tl

145.65 ilhz ln

147.00 thz. Out

3I7 Shaw $treet
io*f.ford . IL ' 61 10 8

rn Mart
Sale: Heathki t 5861 0 Moni torscope , compl ete

wi th coi 1 s and manual s
Hal i crafters Spl atter Guard Model HA-8
CIegg 66'er Six Meter Transceiver
Al tronics-Howard Terminal Unit (RTTY)
modeJ rrL rr

J i m Cl al"k , [^I9BAV 226-5696

Drake TR-4 Transceiver with Noise Blanker,
R.P. Speech Processor, DC-4, and AC-4 power
suppl ies , wi th MC-4 Mobi I e consol e and
Shure lvlic. ' '|

Bud Peterson , t'lBgCHU 399 -6 37 5

G. E . Pre-Prog
I 1 OVAC base.
for 146.94.

Paul Dean, [,'|B9HGZ
$+0. oo

397-6363 or 987-6453

Sale: - Drake TR3 Transceiver, AC-3 power supply,
MS-4 Speaker and wr'sper fan. Rebuilt,
aligned, and tested by R.L. Drake, 12/74. $385.00- Tri-Ex heavy duty, three section, crank up
tower. WiII nest to 20' 8" and includes
plate for Ham Mo top mounted thrust bearing,
three sets of guys including a1I insulators,
turnbuckles and 3/I6 galvanized ai.ncfaft

$+95. oo

$so.oo
$.ls.00
$so. oo

$so. oo

fIRST GTASS


