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. APRIL 9 1976 MEETING -

Rock Val I ey Col 1 ege

Bldg. CL-l, Room 222

7:00 p.m.

"Come .Out And See The 0ld-Timers" Night

(t,le're sure there'Il be some good stories told that nightl)
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PRESIDENT'S LOG

It is that tlme of the year agaln when we start maklng plans for
the outdoor activities.

The Field Day Committee consistlng of Frank Reiter, K9UWO,
Chairman; Jack Stuman, K9UWN; Lloyd Kissick, K9KGV; and
Bill Ridgway, WB9KOS, held a plannlng meeting. Fl.eld Day
wlll be held outslde this year at the QTI{ of Clyde Aspling,
WB9KOT. The location [s excellent, and Frank and hls commlttee
are planning a nice workable layout for Field Day. They are
golng to be looking for operators; So if you receive a call from
Frank's committee, please help them nut. They need the use of
a tent for the food lf any member can help i.n thls area.

The Ham-Fest Commlttee has had a very thorough planning sesslon.
The Ham-Fest will be Sunday, August 29, 1976. Plans are belng
made for a very nice Ham-Fest, and we wlll need help to make
it another successful one.

The Novlce Class is in its fifth sesslon. Classes are held at the
Red Cross Building on Sunday afternoons from 1:30 to 4:30 p.m.
The lnstructors are ]ack Stuman, K9UWN, forCode; Carl Cacclatore,
WN9PBR, and Paul Dean, WB9HGZ, forTheory; and Jtm Dunlea,
WB9KZQ for Regulatlons. These men are dolng a fine job of
presentlng the material, and we hope to have another nlce group
of Novlces when we are through with this class.

OurAprll meeting pfogram wlll be ln charge of Ernle Storer, W9MAP,
and ls going to feature an old-timers' night. Please come out and hear
about the "good old days". It wtll be an evenlng well spent because
these men have many lnteresting subjects.

See you at the April meettng.

7 3 ]ohn Wacker
\Aru$g SGF

March 30, I976
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DoN WATLGREN, formerly wN9Koe, has just been relicensed
as wN9TNB. The time elapsed between his code test and issuance
of his license and call was almost exactly three months

GUS DURDIN, formerly WN9KOO, is working toward a new
ticket. He has passed his code test, and will have taken his written
test by press time. ,i'

STE\E WILLER, the son of PAUL WILLER, K9IUD, has also passed
his Novice code test, and is waiting for his written exarn to arrive.

The NovICE cLASs sponsored by RARA is almost half way through
the planned program, and the progress being made by most of the
students is good. The class meets every Sunday afternoon at the Red
cross Headquarters. There are now about twenty students, ranging ln
age from 11 years to about 50. Among the hardest working and most
enthusiastic are several YL's.

Code instruction is being handled by IACK STUMAN, K9UWN, who
would rather talk with his fingers than use a mike. CARL CACCIATORE,
WB9PBR and PAUL DEAN, wBgHGZ handte rhe theory end. IIM DUNLEA,
wBgKzQ instructs in regulations and operating procedure. The whole
teaching effort is quite a challenge, because most of; the students are
starting with very little knowledge of electricity. But they are responding
very well to the ministrations of the distinguished facutty!

How about someone volunteering to write an article for our HAM RAG
on the subject of dry batteries? What kinds are available? How much do
they cost? What is their shelf life? How does useful life vary with the
discharge rate and duty cycle? How does the voltage vary with useage?
How many watt-hours per do1lar? what is the truth about recharging?

such an article might also be interesting (and worth money) to the
Ham magazines. Battery manufacturers such as Mallory, Burgess, Ray-
o-vac, National carbon, and others probably would be quite willing to
cooperate and furnish technical data. And there is no problem at HAM RAG
with printing line drawings and charts.

***********
ROCKFORD AMATEI]R RADIO ASSOCIATION, INC.

P. O. Box L744, Rockford, Illinois 6III0

OFFICERS r976 DIRECTORS
Pres . Iohn Wacker WN9SGF 399-1695
V. P, Iim Clark Wg BAV 226-5 69 6

Sec. ByronDaIe WB9PBZ 965-25I9
Treas . Iack Mu ntz WBgPCA 9 64 -L842

Paul McBride
Mike Cberg
Clyde Aspllng
81 II Ridgway

W9NKQ 399 -7973
wBgIAU 3gg-5925
\ rBgKcT I-874-2330
wBgKos 877 -2315

HAM RAG EDITOR - Art Nelson, WB9HNJ - 633-8647
Your questions, suggestions, and criticisms are invited. Phone any tim.e.
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.One of the regularly scheduled activities of many RARA members
(and some others who ought to be members) for many years has been
participation in the Monday Night 1O-Meter Emergency Net, which is
semi-formal, and controlled from Red Cross Headquarters, W9RGU.
Its serious purpose is to check regularly on the availability of statibns
in good working condition, in case they are needed for an actual clvic
emergency. The net is most often controlled by ERNIE STORER, W9MAP,
and in Ernie's absence by IAY HART, ART NEISON, PAUL DEAN, PAUL
PIASTERS, and others. CHUCK DERWENT is most always on hand for
operating assistance.

This net, besides its serious purpose, ends up with a lively
round robin rag chew, interspersed with technical discussions, trouble-
shooting, ham news, gossip, an occasional"story, and just plain fun.
Ernie's interestinE, informal, and wide-ranging comments keep the
balt ro1ling, and are a distinct pleasure to listen to.

There have been more than 20 stbiiohJ check in per evening in
the past. But for some reason as yet not identified, the mostrecent
weeks have had a few as four show up. The usefulness as well as the
fun is multiplied by the number of stations joining in. So make it a
habit to tune up on 28.700 at 9:00pm local time, Mondays. Those who
have been away for a while, we will welcome you back. But if you have
never tried this schedule, please do glve it a try - - you will llke it.

**** ********** * ** ******

During FIELD DAY 1975, Rock Valley College kindly offered their
excellent Radio Station WB9KUR for this annual competitlve event. Many
RARA members and friends gave the WB9KUR low band, VHF, and RTTY
equipment a good, round the clock workout.

Unfortunately, during this contest, the big linear amplifier gave
up the ghost amid fireworks, anguish, dismay, and embarrassment.
One of the two iimac 3-5002 finals went dark. The linear has been
out of service ever since.

Now it has been discovered that the factory had failed to make
a secure mechanical joint where the I4.5 ampere filament lead con-
nected to one of the tube sockets. The solder finally failed. That
threw high current through a tittle RF choke, which then burned up.
Both costly tubes appear to he OK, and it is expected that as soon as
a replacement choke is received from the factory, the rig will be back
in service, at a cost of about a buck.

So now those of you who were operating when she blew can now
rest easy. And if by chance any of you have ever made a bum con-
nectlon, cheer up - - even the professionals do it once in a.while!



THIS MONTH'S BIOGRAPHY

Have you evef felt left out? That you were mlssing out on a lot
of fun? Well, I have. Whenever I saw Gene get that speclal
contact - and now I know each one ls special-I would get the
feellng that I was mlssing out on somethlng good. For Gene to
spend so much tlme ln front of the radlo, there had to be a lot
of enjoyment. So, after spending many evenlngs alone and going

, to sleep to the tgne of CQ, I decided that if I couldn't beat Gene:.athlsgame,trm1ghtaswelljoinhim..'

Then, reallty set in -'I would h^ave to study and learn code well '.

enoughlto pass the Novice test. Here I am,la wlfe and.mother ' ,: : ,

wlth,two very active chLldren to run to school,, pall practtce, scouts,
etc., a house to cardorl a lawn and garden to look after, and, last,
but not least, a husband who doesn't thlnk I'm serlous. How am I l

ever golng to find time tq study theory and practice code? Well, tf
one wants somethlng badly enough, he or she can always ftnd that
extra mlnute.

: The OM suggested I enroll in the Novlce class at Rock Valley College. :

Inthem1ddleofMarch,Iwentto.classforthef[rstt1me.1VasI.1ost!,

as well have been shrdying'Elnstein's theory, of re'lattvtty! The'lab' : ' :

work really belw my mind - I just knew I would blow up every plece
of equl.pment t

Vito, K9UCM, sald that by the end of the classes, we would under-
stand it all. The whole class doubted this, but went along. So
between all the numerous duties of ra wlfe and mother, I managed to '

practice code 30 minutes a day and read the assigned pages. Vtto
wasright!.Norm,whenmyoMtalksaboutanICorPCboard,or
power supplies or dipoles, I know what he ls talking about, and I can
join tn wLth thoughts of my own.

I enjoy so rnuch being a paft of thls and not feeling left out. I ehjoy
getting my own special contact*even in code. Now, gven the nervorrs- :

ness of belng on the alr is gone, andlfeel as though I have friends all
over the world. I'm no longer just WB9MMM's )CfL, I'm me, wlth my
own identlty, my own call, and recelvlng mail addressed to "Dear OM"
just like all the other guys. Now, if I can just pass my general class
test, I've got it made.

de

WNgSFT
Shari

March 30 , 19 7 6
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Just at press time we received word
through W4UMF that a new Senate Bill
5.3033 had been introduced in the g4tlr

Congress by Senetor Barry Goldwater,
W7UGA. The Bill could be an important
step towards requiring manufacturers of
Consumer Electronic products to bear
responsibility for the susceptibility of
their products to RFI - Radio Frequen.
cy lnterference. You may know of it
as TVl.

Senator Goldwater's Bill is similar to,
one introduced by Congressman Vanik
of Ohio, so it would appear ttrat with
the proposed legislation being pushed

from both ends of the Capital, Iiklihood
of passage is good. Su pport for the
measure by your own Senators and
Representatives is always helpful, so let
your elected representatives hear from
you. Don't let the TV industry lobbyists
short circuit this much needed legisla-
tion.

The following are Senator Gold-
waters remarks to the Senate, and the
actual wording of 5.3033, os reprinted
from the Congressional Record for Feb.
25, 1976.

By I\,[r. GOLDWATER:
S, 3033. A btll to amend sect,ion 302 of

the Cotnmunlcatlorrs Act of lg3{'to au-
tlrorize the Federal Communications
Comrnission to prcscribc regutations s'tth
raspcet to certain electronic equlprrrent

that is suse.eptible to radio frequency
energy interf erence. Referred to the
Conimittee on Cotnn:el'ce.

Mr. GOLDIVATEII. Mr. Presiclent, I
am lrlea.sed to tntroduce today a coEt-
tranlon bltl to legislatton'proposed by
Congres.sman CHenLss Vrxrx oI Ohio to
drastlc,atly reduce the amatcur and CB
radio bugaboos of tetevision lnterferertce,
ru-n inkrference, ond oller radio fre-
quency interference to home elcetronics
equipment 'l, ''

Most eonsunrers do not understand
that u'hen they may elrcoutrter inlrrfer-
ence rvith thelr home television or radio
set after an amateur or citizen band
radio operator rnoves next doer, the
source ts not a defect In the equipnrent
of thelr neighbirr but $tth their own
radio or televislorr receiver. It ls pcr-
fcrctJy legal and appropriate for the hanr
or CB radio operator to be uslng hts or
her unlt ln accordanee with ff,\C r€gu-
lations and the fault aetualjy lies witlr
the radlq phonograph, or television
equlpment which ls not, but could ea*qtly
be, adeguately shlelded frorn unn'anted
stgnals. Ttris interferenee can be cof-
rected ln almost all cases by the instal-
Iation of sir,Irle flltering or s!:ielciing
I>arls and cotrld be aeeonipli-sJied nrost
efiiciently and econornieally tf it Trene
tlone by the manufactttrer.

IVIr. President, the bill I am introduc-
ing would help to clear up radio fre-
quency inhrference not only in radio and
televislon receivers, bui in all home audio
aud visual electronic equiprnenL ft n'ould
auihorize the Federal Cosln:unicatlons
Comnrrission to prescribe re8ulations q'itJr
respect to home electronic equipment
that is susceptible to thls lnterference so
that the equipment would operate free
from such interference.

Mr. President, I ask una:rimous cori-
sent t"Lat the bill be prir:ted In tlre
R.econor

ffimtrffiffiffimffi
i'

firere being no objectton, the bill was
odered to be printed ln the R.rcono, &S
follows: '

s. 30313

Be it enocted, by the Senate and, Eou,se ol
Represqntatioeg ol t|r,c Unlted Statec ot
Anerica la Cortgress cssernbled, Brat (a) rec-
tton $02 of tbe Coarnuntcstlous Act of tgSe
(82 6tat. 290; {7 U.s.C. 8024.} ls amended
as followt:

(1) Subseetlon (a) ol sueh sectton te
amended_

(A) by tnserUng ..(tln lmrnodtatcly after
"gererntng" tn the Orst se nttnce;

- 
(.B) by strlklng out, the pcrtod et the cndof tho Oret gentcnco ond -lnserttng la lteu

thereof ", and (3) the uec rf protlcllvc eorlt-
1rcuent.s ln audlo and vt.sual electrontc equlp-
rnent whtch &re. c&ptble of redtrclng tntcl-
tsrencc to strch equlpmerrt fronr rarllo fnc-
quency engrgy."; and

(9) by striLlr:g out "ahtpmerrt. or usc of
srteh <levlcee" tn tbe gecond-sentgrtce ond lD-
eerttng lu lteu thereof ..or ahtpment of such
devlces ancl eJectronlc eqtrtpmlnt or tbe trse
of srrclr derlc6.?.

tZ) Suhscctton (bJ of auch recilon ta
amcuded by qtrlklng out ..Ehlp, or use dc-
Tlces" and lnserilng tn lteu thcreol ,.br ehtp
rlevlces and electronlc egulpment or usc
devlces".

(3) Eubsectlon (c) ol eueb seeilon tt
nrlrcnded_

(A) by lnserUng..or e!rclrontc equlpmeut.'
trnme.dlately efter ..devtceg'. *hsftrer n.ucb
trnn appears tn the llrst sentcnc;

(B) by tnscrtlng "and eletcrontc eglrlpr
rneul" lmnredlatcly &ftct ,.Devlces,' tn tfrc
eeeond seatence: arrd

(C) by strtXlng out -the common obJecUve
of reduclng tnterference to rad.lo recepttoq"
tn the seeond gentence end tnserflng tn lleu
thereof "the obtecttvds of reductng lnter-
fererree to radto recepiloa aud to electrontc
egrrtpment,".

1b) Tbe headtng for.sectlon 302 of sueh Act
l$ arnended to reacl ss tollowr:
"I!.'nrEl'rnENcE wrrH RADto eoMlrrutrtreATroNs

AND Et.EcrBolitc DeurptttEt{T".

-5-

73, Dick, K2MGA

-Thi s i s a repri nt of an arti cl e
appeari ng i n the' March I 976 i ssue
of C.Q. Magazine. -

Morch, 1976 . CGI o 5
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From-Here - and.- The re 3

Aceording to a reeent ,,Extra, issue of The
HR Report,any expansion of the Z? MHz bandfor the CB group and the ZZO MHz proposa1
has been delayed until at least eirL!. Lg??,
The cB industry had hoped foi earry Lxpansionin the 2? MHz sector to 40 or J0 eir"rrn6fs.TIr* ICC delayed any ehanges until ,new-tech_
nical specs for- CB equipurent can be developed"
II is-thought that trris-delay couLd work tothe.advantagd of the Amateur Radio Service-as it could eneourage some of the growing
CB hobbyists to consider Amateur nlalo asan alternative to those CB people who haveserious technieaL interests. Ai you m"y knowwe have seen some of this movemeirt in hoctirord.It will be interesting to watch this aJvefop, " 

-

Dates have been announced for some of thearea ha.mfests. Amboy is set up for April 25.The DeKalb affair fbr May 2 at th; Noa;L olresite. Tentativley the Bei-Rock namfesi-has
been set up for August 29,

Saw an item that Michigan Amateur Radiocall- sign pt_ates wilt [o to 925.00, ii aproposed bilf is passed, Up to now they havebeen avallabre at no extra"'. charge. Ai-twentyfive bucks a throw they can justiiyaUiy -Ue

called vanity plates.

By now some of the dle-hards that lamentedthe change in format of CQrHam naaio ina QSTmagazines eertainly must be convertecl. lnd newslze is something to be admired" it*-i.rg"" typeean be read without a magnifying glass,ihere
seems to be a noticeable-impiov6m6nt in eontentwith somethi-ng_for everyone^in afi -""p""tu 

ofham radio. Do r recarr Ln articr.e anoui a hamwho was reluetant to use a bug kiLler in hlsshack.so-he sprayed them with--freon 
"rrd frozethem to death ? what do you do with rreeze drledoockroaehes p

WB9ITH

ffi



fOR gALE gs;thxtt gf-f5 tovloc'trnnteelYcr. leotrgc lnolldce
e s;;iiJr. grR brlaso. feul fourty rotcr o4yatrlr
and onc 13 uotor or?lieI. 190.00

![rro notcr'orystilr for toirolt on otbrr .oannQra
iiiu-i-i6. 6- *ri;-i.t .- *e.id, Lt+6.52 rna 161.67
rhloh 1r SRtsR ncrr fro9.

olook rlth houra. nlnutcl, eiC lcoondr
rlth 2t+ houn l0gio llt. lro.00

Bob !{rokct mgell lf 226 EOZI+

ffil[ED llovloc trenroclyor. 0onttot llllt Otrcll tt L'335-ZZ64.

I|ftr'lED gOtG Of,E to uetc lryoutr endl olroult Doer{r fron
conc of uy drerlngr. 0onteot lrt' trc1ron-.fDg0nhI
tt fll-a&? aftcr-5ilo rcrkdetr

Amateur Radio Gea.r, Ilstate of Arthur Johnsolr 
"i{9HG0

,,&W 51 0OB & SSR Units :i[ 1 OO. O0
Swan 5OO Trans.& 117XC Powor Supnly Mint tf5B5.O0
SBlt 14 SSB Transceiver. Just overhaulerl and aligned at factorf at a eoSt
of :it7?.oo ------$250.00
Ivlatehing SR2],A T,inea.r $t 25.00
Genave GTX2OO 2 meter EM transceiver with Clegg 416 -12volt Reg. Power
supply {[200.00
Ri'4L eqOO Receiver and SSB ada.ptor $l75.00
National NC 400 General covera.qe and band. spread. receiverrExcelent $550.00
Ameco tX62 Transmitter ta 621 VFO li[75.00
Piosley \L53 JR Tri band. beam 'i;40.00
Gotham Tri Baird Quad Rotator, cables 20 Ft. sectlon of tower t$75.00 Buyer
to take down.
Joystick all band. antenna with Antenna Tuner .ii35.00
B&f [ube checker ;il;70.00
Ei c o 92OB Cap. Che cker ;[ T0 . 00
yiid.land, Sl{R lYleter ( new) :'b12.00
8C221 FreQ" i'teter (t'iint) i} 50.00
llalli cTafters I{iqh lr::e Q . Re ce iver 'ii25,00
IlMli Vi{F 152l, ExceJ--i-ent .lij20.00
S irnp s on 26A Volt 0i.:m l{e t e:: .it T 5 , 00
t4i s c . cther rad i o f{e a.r ar (i pa rt s

TRADER'S CORNER

Dlgltrl
ln orrt
Conteot

ROCI(FORD AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION INC.,
P.O; BOX ll$, ROCKFORD, ILLINOIS 61110

Cal I MpsL,';p!fiso{li... 96 4-L542
hIgHP, ,'399-3484

NOTE:
or

f aut Dea n , Vf B* I{{}f'
3 17 Shavu' S tr*ei
Rockfor'J,Il' Sf ii) I

FIRST GLASS
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