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BEL.R(lcT HAMTEST
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Affiliated with ARRL

NET meets each Monday at 9:00 P.M. local time on 28.7 megahertz
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SUNDAY AUGUST i4, r975
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Sponsored Byt

Big lhunder A.R.C.

Rockford Amoteur Rodio Associotion lnc.

PLACE: BOONE COUNTY
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FAIFI GFICfUNE]S
NORTH OF BELVIDERE, ILLINOIS ON HIGHWAY 76 .

FREE COFFEE AND DONUTS 9:3O - tO :OO A.M.

REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE: SANDWIcHES, coFFEE, MILK, AND PoP

TICKETS: $2.00 AT THE DOOR, ADVANCE TTCKETS $t..SO

TALK-IN FREQUENCY 146.94

EARLY BIRD DRAWING 10:00 A.M.

MAIN PRIZE: REGENCY HR-212 FM TBANSCEIVER
COURTESY CRAWFORD ELECTRONICS, GENOA, ILLINOIS

SECOND PRIZE: EICO GRID-DIP METER KIT
ALSO OTHER VALUABLE PRIZES
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PRESIDENT'S LOG

Vfell, It ls that tlme agaln to set down a few llnes on paper. We dld
not have a regular meetlng ln July, but there was an lnterest by the
membershlp. We put out a full Ham-Rag forthe month of July. A great
btg thanks to Stu, K9VIE, and Mtck, W9NKQ, for the hard work they
put lnto the Ham-Rag. I thlnk you wlIl all agree that each lssue gets
better, and that ls proof of thelr work.

I regret to tell you that one half of thts great team, Stu, K9VIE, wlll
be leavlng our area after thls lssue of the Ham-Rag. sh-l wlll be movtng
to Fort Colllns soon after the mlddle of the month. Stu, many thanks for
all the hours you put ln for R.A.R.A. W'e are golng to mlss you, and I
am sure the feellng Is the sdme wl,th the E.A.R.S. group.

On ]uly 20, T had the opportunlty to go to the meetlng of E.A.R.S. at
the repeater slte. I arrlved as the meetlng was ln progress and, as a
result, mlssed the tour of the statlon. After the meetlng, I got the tour
conducted by Herb, K9AMJ, and Paul, K9VII. Forthose of you who mlssed
golng outto the slte, you really mlssed somethlng. when you thlnk of
It, that wlthln less than a year, the repeater went from the talklng stage
to a worklng reallty, that ls somethlng. It took a lot of enthuslasm, co-
operatlon, and work. A tour of the repeater slte shows the result of
excellent team work. All of you who had a hand ln thls project have a
rlght to really be proud of lt. I was really lmpressed, and my brother
(from Llncoln, Nebraska), who was wlth me at the repeater slte, was
really lmpressed wlth the team effort of the group.

Byron, WN9PBZ, has spent a lot of time in recent months trylng to generate
lnterest ln a Novlce Net. The purpose ls to glve Novtces and others who
are lnterested a chance to get on-the-air e>rperlence and lmprove their code.
There has been very lttt1e response to this program. We are golng to t;y and
get lt golng again ln September. I feel very strongly about people taklng
advantage of thts opportunlty. If I had spent more tlme durlng the ilme I had
my Novlce tlcket on the alr and had taken advantage of the Novice Net, I
wouldn't be havlng problems now - of thls I am sure. Do not be afrald of
gettlng on the alr and maklng a blunder or two. Every day thene are people
on the air who make blunders, but they hang in there; ard eventually they
make the grade. As a dear friend of mlne keeps telling me, lt takes pracgce
to reach yourgoal. so once agaln, let's make the Novlce Net a succes.s
thts fa1l.

As we approach the fall, your Board of Directors are busy plannlng for a busy
and interestlng season.

L

73 Iohn Wacker
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PROFILE

OurWho's Who forthis month is Iim Clark, Vice President of R.A..R.A.
Jim's lnterest ln radio started back ln the early days of radlo and in the
era known as the "Oatmeal Box-wound Tuners and Galena Crystals".
]lm was flrst llcensed in 1930 as W9BAV and W9MBS. W9MBS was
strlctly for portable use and was later dropped when regulatlons were
changed to permlt a slngle llcense for both portable and flxed operatlon.

Durlng hls tour of duty with the Department of Army as a Clvillan Ammu-
nitlon Inspector (Surveillance - Quallty Control), he had the opportunlty
to travel extensively in thls country and In Europe and has held such calls
as W-9MBX, W9BAV, W0BAV, W0BAY, \ UFCI and DL4WA.

On returning from hls European tour as an Ammunltion Inspector, ]lm was
asslgned to the Army Materiel Command Ammunltion School at the Savanna
Army Depot, Savanna, Illlnols where he served alternately as Chlef of the
Conventional Ammunltion Department, Nuclear Weapons Department, and
the Large Rocket, Guided Missile and Chemical Department. While at the
school, he lntroduced many new teaching methods includlng educatlonal
televislon.

During has career, Jlm taught high school sciences and mathematics and
chemistry at the Pueblo Junior College, Pueblo, Colorado. At the college,
his speciflc areas of instructlon covered both Qualitative and Quantitatlve
Inorganic Analysis.

Jlm ts nowretired and lives with his wlfe, GerLrude, at 1815 Hollyhock
Drive here in Rockford. Between his hobby of "Ham Radro" and as chalr-
person of the Chrlst Unlted Methodlst Church Day Care Center, hls days
and evenlngs are kept full, and he says, "Never a dutl moment".

The clarks have four chlldren: Jim, Jr. of Belington, west virginla; Mrs.
Charles Lantz (Joyce) of Rockford; ]anet of savanna, Illinoisi and Davld,
statloned with the U. S. Narry in Athens, Greece.
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SOTID STATE CTASSES

A serles of three solld state classes wlll be held at Rock Valley College
beglnning thls fall.

Each class wlll meet on Sahrrday mornlngs from 8:00 a.m. to noon ln
Classroom Bulldlng l, Room G27.

The schedule of classes ls as follows:

716H Solld State Semlc6nductor Devlces - Theory
and Appllcatlon

Starts: 8-23-75
Ends: I0-25-75

7L7H Solld State Semlconductors - CIrcuIt Analysls

Starts: 11- I-75
Ends: 1- 3-76

718H Solld State Semlconductors - Network Analysls

' Starts: 1-10-76
" Ends: 3-13-76

The cost of each course Is $30

If you would llke more lnformatlon regardlng these courses, please call
Vlto Flore at 225-2650.

{
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A MINIMUM ELECTRONIC KEYER

The majorlty of radlo amateurs, at one tlme or another, have deslred
an electronlc keyer of some klnd ln orderto e>rperlment with the "art'
of ftnger talklng", as one of my oldest frlends described lt. Qutte
early, I learned it gets a little hard and tiresome to form good CW
characters at 20 wpm with an old I-38. Then I saw another frlend
proudly demonstrating a new electronic keyer, and the "bug" llterally
blt me. (I touched the wrong contacts.)

After decidlng the cost of a store-bought'keyer at that tlme was more

than my budget could accommodate, I began to watch aII llkely maga-
zlne sources for an lne:<penslve home-brew job. A Canadlan amateur
flnally came up with a design that at least fit my pocketbook requlre-
ments very closely.

I bullt the flrst model from junk box parts. It worked. In fact, lt
worked so well I used lt about three years and then built a one-tube
model that really didn't work much better.

The followlng schematic shows the details and explalns the working
characterlstics of thls litt1e jewel. It shames me to admit that I have
forgotten the name and call sign of the talented Canadian who dreamed
up thls little keyer, but he will always havemy thanksand admlratlon.
You wltl note thls is correctly styled a "minimum keyer" because lt
contalns only the essential elements necessary to formtelegraphcharac-
ters at varylng speeds. Don't let the lack of side tone oscillators and

other so called reflnements fool you. Thls little battery-powered keyer
wlIl send excellent code, and the battery I used lasted well over two
years of almost daily use.

SUGGESTION: Remove the batteries when not in use.

de K9U\AAI

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT: PAGE
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?AVl frcffiC tinear Amplifier, Homebrew (worked 7Oo DXCC).
-Can be modified for-alL-band operation.
-Single 4-4OO.e. or. PL-1754 w/spar€s r

-Ifhisper fan coolirUl vacuur variable turrlng capacitpr.
:Husky power supp]-yi ?-B72Ls with time delay on fil .

-Power xttnr. from Collins K[[L, 110 or ?20V prinary.
7?OO-O-3200V. LA secondary.

-19" Rack mounting, bLack finish.
$rzl finr.

AL Friedman, W9YRA. 5911,A1ma- Dr. 399-}LLB,

f'OR S.Afnr IIEATH Wattmeter/S$n bridge l,{ode1 HIvl-102. Perfect.
$20.00. Reasonr' Bought Drake Vattrneter,

Ra1ph Shaff , WBgtIllH , 964-8776 ,

SWAN VX-I VOX unit in the 19 to 2l dollar price range.
Cal-l Art, WB9HNJ, 611-8647 after 5t7o weekdays.

f4rCCV Motorola 2M FNl rig converted to ,94 by TIBIHNJ .
Standard rack mount, AC power. $rO.OO.Stu, I(9VJE. ,99-4571,

FoR SAIE: (2) 8-e1 . Hy-.qain 2lti beamst T-27 ARC-5 Xmtr (zni); ARC-5
receivers, cornplete set 200KC to 9.IMC; Browning labs

, multiplex receivers . I{otorola T47CCV Xcvrs; l'{otorola
., BOD Xcvrs; Iliotorola }OD mobile & base ; Ilagnecorder rack

mounted and suitcase recorders; Bogen arnplifiers;
IJotoroLa console unit for car; Delco mobile telephone
unit _Z5W;IIEATH Seneca 6 a Z m'tr. rntr; Hallicrafters
SR-42 mrtr; ItrATiI DX-100; 0scilloscope for video CCTV;
Itlotorola HT-200;(2) 5 eI, 6trt felrex Leams; 5 doz. hot.
dog cooker & bun varmer; 10-15-20 litr Beam; Regency HR-212;
Shelving & standards; Collins 511\16 receiveri 19" rack;
Corner reflector ant. for 21,{; 5/8 gain antennas; J-pole
antennas;Coaxial antennas t 35-55 [lC & 1-46-152 ],iC unipoles;
Industrial ?-tray mobile phone; GE dispatcher 2-r'ray unit;
Irlotorola control console ; Llotorola Quick-CalI system;
Precise VTV[{; Cushcraft 6DB omhi vertical gaiir antenna (2t;);
Comnunication Produets Station l,'iaster 6O8 omti 2M ant;
Several rotators, control boxes; l{icrowave gear 6cC -t4cC;4ft. & 7tt. parabolasS Coax cabieS l,lumerous other articles,
CalI Herb, K9AI,{J , 199-6822,

,1

I'OR SALE: REGENCY HR-28, HR-?-L?, An-z Amplifiers; Hy-gain & Hustler
antennas for 2M, ,Ol/,61 crystals in stock for Regency
and other polular rigs.
SATAT; BEIIISTOt'E 2M In4 fully slrnthesized trancievers.
Jim 'Nilson, ?iBpETH, Dealer- foi Regency, Satan, Hy-Gain,
and Hustler, at Traveler I,161o" Coach | ?O? N. Second St,
965-8B1L,
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Mick, trgNKQ, H^AM-RAG eo-editor and, lllustrlous(?) 6M operator
recently captured top honors for the state of IlLinols ln thc
Flrst AnnuaJ- SMfRK contest. SMIRK stands for the Slx Meter Inter-
natlonal Radio Klup and ls dedicated to the encouragpnent of oper-
atlon and actlvltf'on slx meters, Congratulations oil a job well donel
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Slnce Irm writlng this, I'LI try to be humbIe.... You know, there
are some things about this area I'11 miss, and most of them are
connected with Ham Radlo. Itts been great being associated with
all of you guys, and I've enjoy-ed the YI{F game and RARA a 1ot. -Art, ltB9HNJ, is talcing over my spot on the Harn Ragi so look f or
some great wo.rk ney$ month. If I ever get some lovr band gear again,
listen for ltllliT from Ft, Co1lins, Co1o, JJ & a1.l the best to you
all , : .. .Stu, KIYJE '

SIIE NI IGY

Art Bennett, formerly of Rockford and hol-der of IIpKBB, passed away
in Florida on June 70, 1975. Art was Tf4I,tSY in Floricla, but dropped
his ticket in recent years due to iLlness . It{any of you OTs will re-
member Art from years baclc . As you may a1-so knovr, he vras a double
amputee and bLind. RARA extends-sinceie condolences to his family.

RocKFoRo AHATSUR RADIo 
^;;;H^T?:i, 

INc .p.o. p,ox L744 RoCKFORD, rLL 611.10
L975 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

John Wacker; Chur. 399-L595 Dlck Corlnors l{Bgffil" :977-7722ilu clark wiBAv 226-5695 Earl Davls t[BgKoffi;- ffffi33-422s
Byron ItaLe wNgPBZ 965-25L9 P.D.r'l4ickrr ltBridewgl[IQ*499-7973
Jack l{urtz I.INgPCA 964-L842 r4lke 0berg WB9JAH'. 
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ROCKFORD ATUIATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION INC.,
P.O. BOX 17U, ROCKFORD, ILLIITIOIS 61110
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