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Affiliated with ARRL
NET meets each Monday at 9:00 P.M. local time on 28.7 megahertz
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ROCKFORD AMATEUR RADIO ASS OCIATION , INC .
P. O. Box 1744, Rockford, Illinois 61I10

I97' BOARD €F DINECTORS

trlike Souhrada, WBgfG L-A74-1r616 Gene Harlan, WNgDllOl 398-2683
Dtck Coalort, WB9IED 877-7722 EarI Davir, WB9KOR 633-4225
Bi1lBid9ray,wB9KG877-23l5JohnWacker'td!I9IST399-1695
Clyde Asoling, wBgKm L-874-233o l1 Iruadr lf9Eltr 79$-2699

Your ruggestioar and critieisra arc invited phone any tile.

THE IfAY IT GOES

By Ju.lian Jab].ln, U9ILII. CircuLt Board. Via ARNS BuLletin

NothLng seems to emptrasize ttre fact that one is getting
older ttran the begining of a new year. However, ttrere are
cert6.ln other indicators wlrich are equal-Ly significant. So...
you can be sure yourre real-J-y an OLd ?imer if :

-the term ilKLLotrertzx sounds funny to you
-you beep HI on your auto trorn ruhen you pass anotleer car
with a l-am J.icense pJ-ate.

-you have a 6 foot relay rack in the basement wLth a 20 meter
transmltter mounted therel-n

-you believe that F'M is primariJ.y good for ListenJ.ng to
c].assica1 music

-you ra].k into AL]-ied and ask for an 8mfd. condenser
-yotl ean remember A].lied
-ttre word ttRettysnitch" does not sound ].ike tectrnique for
your XYLI s needlepoint

-you remember wlren Heattr manufactured airpJ.ane kits.....
for rea,l airpJ.anes

-the term MOPA descrLbed the kind of transmitter you hoped
to build

-a slcywire meant a piece of wire stnrng between two trees,
and not a coll.ection of ah:minum pJ.umbing on an oiL dril-
J-ing rig

-yolr used an F-1 button as a microphone l-n your fLrst AII rig
-yoll used AIII, wlth no sense about whictr sideband.
-a NovLce meant a, probat5.onarry priest
-CQ ruas a sl-gnal. you sent at the begining of a eSO, JJ was
th9 signal you sent at the end. I{am Radio was yorrr hobby,
and QS? was a magazLne you read

-a drain was onJ.y the trole Ln the midd].e of the kitchen sink
- you trad a pair of earphones which reprodueed tlre same sig:eal.
in each ear

-yorr trad a receiver into wtrLc}r ttrese earphones could b*
pJ.ugged

-yorl thirrk 1O-r+ is the score of a Cubs-Detroit game
-you romember having read out of the articLes mentioned
in the ttZ! yeara agort col-umn Ln eST
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PNESTNENTI S I,OG

I res vart Bleaecd rtth last nouthg rttcudanorl I
For tboec thrt rcm not thcre, uc had poopla etttlng rey
ln thc baot rort I I rtsh re rould havr thrt Eray pcoBle
.vcr1r nonth. liruy of thoEc pmscnt rera aot ncnber rnd i
sorG aot lleraeld Iet. fho fllu rr had ehorcd tbcu rbrt .;
f,un ora br bs{ rltb brn radls rnd rhrt aorvloo lt provlde#
ilobn Irelcr, Ifglg!, g.v. r trlt or nsnbsrehtp lnd told r' "

bor ueny of, tho ntabcrg bnvo ooutrlbuted to lttc tbls r 'great e1ub. lftcnnrdt rc bad Boa. typlerl br,r grar to
ehor brougbt by 01ydr, lfDDEo[l Jlnr fngf8Ql rad l;rarLfa

hufrct s..Er to br grttlug off ts r good rtrrt
rlth DruX, lBgffizr la ghrrgr. rleLcte rrr to br laclutlrd
rlth thta BB Brg. Lrt r ! rI1 grt Euay and grIL 85 ts3ny
ra rr otnr Ifin sum rr etn r11 srll thc lO ernt es. If
you nrtd Botr.r oalI Stavr, fDg{lY. Brncubar tbst tho bnnfort
lc rhnt trcBc sur elnb la bufstatst Jr.ar trou,ud. Proomdr
rrr dlvlilod brtrrea thr tro 6lube teoordtag to hor nray
ttotrtg r.rc solA lu rdvrae. by lrob olub, so rqturelly
rc rrat to srll tE BiaJr ia rc esnr Our dura doa't ev.E
,eov.r thr eort of aellltrg thr hn 8ng to raob ncrbrtr f,or ,!

thc Arr13 Eo r. reoh arcd to gtt out rad do our abnmr
Evcryoac rcatla6 to bolp rlth flclit dry gtvt trln,

tBgfZq, e ceLX.. It 1o grttlug oloor end tbc plrunlng becgtr-rtrd. I lertlug hao bcrn elrtsd for llry lstl 7Pl{ rt
,If"ub Q[E;for thoar gertlotpetlago .lftor thl XlEl ucctlag
I ovarbrerd, illu talktng rlth srveral sthars end lt Eoundod
ltke sonG groat tdoas rGm brcrlngo

Erulr, fgl'tlti hce aoecptcd i trerr Job ag club htstorlea.
Sr needcd soucouc to kacp tract of thc pteturcr tgkca of
olub actlvltlar. I havc bcen glvoa a f,er plcturcrr but I
doaft knor rbat has hrppcned to other Bicturca tikcn lu
Bast ycarg. tr;R anyoao hes aay pteturcc partetutng to tbr
olub, Blrael gct thon to Eralr so be orn rd,d" thcn to our
al,buso I thl.uk thls rouLd nate e gmet progran for gouc-
tlnc lu tbr futuro.- .lt tba"fi;;-Qrn ltvc brcn hsvlng ftrn rl,th e 15 uctor
baes I bougbt f,ron lluaao, IBgIr8tr. I havc tro South luarlorn
eonteetc norl l I hnvc srltohcd beek enit forth botrmn ny
dlXrol,c rnd tbc bosn. tbc dlffercaac 1s rcaLly faatartlo I t
lleo E&rlr S39K0&r loen?d tsG & f,cath Stxcr to usc rhca I
gat ny gGaGxBlr It dldatt uort on rcclevc, but oa replaelag
tn opaa rf chokc bctrcc.n tha dcteetor rad -the anpltfter
lt worked Juet grcatlt g9----- ratch out 6 netcrg, tt
soult ba long.......

T'
Drn't?t'**

c(Oi6;eca@t6\ecdAs6\eqdAo6\le6O0l6\eq(O0l6I,'c(Om6)ecdOi6\pqdDm6)ecdO[6]eclOo6\pqf,O$6\,,

HAilEIr artloles arc needed. for the next lssue, of HAt{ RAGIIf you have anythlng to contrlbute, please get ln
touoh rlth one of the edltors.

AI tIgPAE 398-2699
Paul I.IB}HGZ 397-5363
Steve WB9JAV 399-13A6



NEHS FROM W6.LAND
LET',TER FROM PE?E GRILLO r{5RrT (ex WpLVT)

PART 1

Ue arrLved in Cal.ifornLa to decide on the new job during
thc Chrl-stmas and Nerr Years treek of December, 1972o Or:r .first
impressions were full of excitement with ttre warm temper$tures,
proximl,ty to beactres and desert, mountains, freeways, Disney-
land, etcr Of course you a3.J. know that in ttre back of my nLnd
l was thinking of a hiJ.J-top resLdence, away from ttre crowds,
I minutes from work, and for the prime Q?H to DX and contest
from. I cou1dntt trelp but notice the tower!, tri-banders, quads,
and dipoles as we drove for mi1.es looking for a QTH. I trad never
seen so many erank-up towerse After ttre first impact of tho new
area was mad.e, I had a charrce to study the situation. I ration-
aLized that crank-uPs afe the answer for the foL].owLng reasons 3

it never freezes in t}-e Los Angeles basin, high wl-nds are'extre-
mely rare - but when they comez ttrey are predLctable. The strong
winds come from ttre desert, (Ttrey are cal.J.ed Santa Ana rinds)
ilowever, they build up gradua]-]-y, givLng you time enough to orank
the tower down. I aLso began to rea1ize that I would have to
c<impromise and suffer some otkrer tra.de-offs. Hi]-]-top sLtes soon
became just a dream. Storage space rras out of the questLon. Tlre
}.am strack wouLd never be as private as ttre typica]. Rockford
basement shackn hre donlt have basements. Most lromes are built
on a slab or eleva.ted above ground enougtr to provide a crauf.-
Epace for maintenance of water pipes, etc. As for proximity
to ,y J'obr I soon learned that all. distances are measured in
minutee .rattrer ttran blocks or mil-es. we finar.J.y seLeeted a eTH
approximately 2J minutes from work, Just south of Mount Lrilsen
in the San Gabriel Va1ley. It is about 10 miles d.ue east of
I{5RR, who just }rappens to be the one we all- try to beat in the
DX contests. My best directions are from JA down througtr VI(1
KC4, S. America, and S" Africa. Europe and VU short pattr are
the worst, with I{t. }iilson. taking ttre b1ame. Of course, prime
corrsideration trad to be with regard to school.s and neighbortrood
for. our your3.g famiLyo lde truJ-y enJoy ].iving here.

1)J2 waa a year of consolidation for me. I put wy 55 foot
self-supposting Tristae crank-up tower and 4 element zo4BA zo
meter beam with a 3 element duo-band.ef 1a/15 stacked 5 feet
g.boyo Ln a gimLJ.arP configrrration to wtrat I trad in Rockford.I+o a 8o were covered by inverted vees. rt didnrt take me long
to realLae that competition in 6-Land during my favorite eontests(ss, cQ I{t{, ARRL Dx) was more than r had first realized. But,
as naiwe as r am, r continued to struggle in the second. J.ayer
of QRM in the pile-ups. By the end of r72r f realized that
qomething had to be done a.bout my performance on 15 A 4O meters.
S0 was next to tropelesse It turned out that the ottrer guys were
smashing me by working two or ttrree ti-mes as many JAs as neo
You probably know by now that Japan is supposed Lo be the answer
to our woea ln makLng high scores from here. Rather than give
upr I decided to improve my situation Ln 1973s get better antennas
and learn to work JAso

Z3 es DXz
Pete I{6RTT

NExr rssrrE: conc.Lusl-on.! More on 6-1and. life from pete in the
second part of his letter.

i TH|S WEEK1S i
i.gg.B.F.a.g.B.Eg.l$.!r.i
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POIPOUIiRI
Tower proJects -- WX perntttlng: WgBAV Jlt, w111 soon erect a

5Ot crank-up; WBgIED Dlck,has a new 25G 60t foldover und.er con-
structlon; KpUIY Vlcrls really ambltlous, wtth a 110t Job on h1s
drawlng board. ln Freeport, Uhlch rennlnd.s ne, lf there ts a young
tower cllmber read-lng thts, who ltkes short towers, WATWVY Lee
has a mlnor repalr Job that needs attentlon. ;'

I.Ie enJoyei seelng former BABA Prestd.ent and. HAM RAG ed.ttor
KpPAK Dave, dt the Dekalb County Amateur Repeater CIub meetlng '-

In Rockford. Aprtl 10th. l{e belleve K9YBA.A}, attended the Fresno
Internatlonal DX Meetlng Aprtl 27/?8, hosted by the Northern Ca1-
lfornla DX Club. KpUCM VIto, expects that by the end of June, the
VHF department and the emergency power gear of WBpKUB wtll be In-
stalled. fhe FB statlon at RVC w111 then be virtually complete,
KIVJJ Paul, whom we have heard only as mobtle/9, ls putttng up
a base statlon skyhook for 2M. and w111 add a K9UWN Speclal for
4oyl. later.

The B,ockford area ?Y!. people welcome new moblleers K3NGF Mlck,
WA9AXG Jln, WBpOIiI Bandy and IIB9JFF John. Mtck ls movlng here from
Pennsylvanla, ls lnterested. ln 6M. and 1s a new memt.ber of RARA.
Jln has a ner,r SBll+ll. Randy was hIASZIX ln Mlchlgan and" has moved"
t.o the Belvld.ere area. John ls here temporarlly, before gotng on
t,o W/K 2land to stud.y a nllItary course ln l^Iave Propagatton.

w-lnnebago County Clvll Defense volunteers furnlshed coomrn-
lcatlons for the Muscular Dystrophy Walkathon Aprll 20th. The foll-
owli:g late afternoon the C.D. people and. the Bock Rlver Val1ey
Energency Squad(Cltlzens Band") were called out to asslst Ogle
County offlclals tn evaluatlng thelr tornado danage. The FCC ls
satd tci be worklng on a plan to permlt all US hams to use speclal
calls to commemorate the Bt-Centenntal ln 1976. KTUGA Barry, (Gold-
r,rater, t]nat ls) has lntrod.uced Senate leglslatlon d.eclarlng-the
week of June t7 thru 2)rd as Nattonal Amateur Badlo tJeek.

fl.adlo wave propagatton contlnues to be qulte poor. WIJV has
been reportlng mostly U5 and ['I5. On thc other hand., at one tlme
about the 15th of Aprl\ they put out a forecast of N7, the ftrst
tlme stnce September t9?3. Just ln case you donrt know where to
get these forecasts', llsten on exaetly 10, 1$ or 2A mHz at fourteen
mlnut-es aftet the hcur.

de WB9HHH

LOOK
I,LAI4F.EST COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Donrt forget our next meeti-ng:: Taresday, May 21 , 1974'
Same tLme and pLace: ?:OO; Fairview Bowling La'nes
meeting foollto

IfrB9HGZ



FIEI,D DAY

l,tlth FleLd Day sorlng up fast., onLy 2 nonths away, tfrings
are starttng to look pretty good., equlpnent wlse that li.
Jlust doesnft seem to be the aLI out interst ln Fleld Daythat re had when Gunny and pete where here, but lt lookillke we arei'on our own, and. rletLl have to do our best. "iVtc Shlelds, KgUIIi who ls one of our C.U. Operators, t6
1ea1Lf golng all out, Just what we need. $o come on fe1l6ws,Iets get golngl ''

Ihe equlpnent we'll be uslng are two }leathklt SB,-102rs,
180 ratts P.E.P., on 80-10 meters, a slx meter r1g has
not been d.eclded. on yetr But any offers would. be iccepted,
and a Ileath HW-202 rtIl be used for ln the clty conuunleatlons.
Sonefully we w11'have a Novlce statlon, uslng Lrre cLubs
HI{-16 and VFO.

Antenna rlser rr€ need lnore he1p. We v.rllL uae a euad onIl0 meters, and hopefully beans on 20, !s, 5 and. z ueters.Any offers for beams wouLd really be appreelated slnoere d.o not have any yet. 0rr 80 neiers 
"- 

atpole wllL beuged. -s--

The FLeLd Day slterhas not been cleared. xetr we have severalposslbllltles horever and these w111 be dlscussed. at thenext neettng.

other thlngs're'need. are tents, 5 gaLlon gas cans, and. thepogt lmportant thlng of allr op€ratorsr So oone on fe1-lows,lets reallyvgo out and. see what we can do.

Tlhe flret organlzatlonar neetlng was lilay 1, wtth another on
Honday l{ay 20. at the Falrvelw Bowllng Alley tounge(basement),
Eaetr state and Falrvelw, &t 7100 Plf and Et/EtsyoNE is lnvlted.
and. needed..

73's Jlm WSgKZq



lr

t

L

D,UOW/,G

-

H'A.'I{tr.EST SEASON IS UPON US I

you probably havs al.ready for:nd ttre ten Bel-Rock Haufest
tl-ckets enclosed. Tttese are your adwanoe sa,les tickets. please
try to sell all ten. (aavarice priee gr.5o) rn past yearsrsome
members havo sor.d 2o, 3o and even llo! Ttre'tramfest i; the life-blood of our cl-ub treasury. Remember: the profLts are divid.edin proportion to the adva.nced tickets sold. Letrs be sure.RARAsells its strare of tiakets t More tickets are avaLJ.abl.e by ca.If.-ing or contacting:

Pau]. Dean wBgHeZ 397-6363
Steve DonaLdson WB9JAV 399-1306
George Fulop WNIKED 3gg-9493rf you find it absolutely LmpossibLe to serl arr ten you

may return unsold tl.ckets. Holcever, caslr is preferred to ticketsby the tramfest committee and club offLcials. At any ratel aJ-I
money and tLckets must be in on or beforc August zo, 1974.

Mai]- to:
Paul, Dean WB9HGZ
317 Straw St.
Rockford r Il-.
6:,108

Make ckrecks payable
If you are going to

take al.ong some fJ"iers r
a 8:ood. supply 'on trand,

Steve Donaldson IfB9JAV
t+OA Parkside Drv.
Rockford r 11.
6::oB
to trBeJ.-Rock }larnfest tt

a radio store or trarnfest, be sure to
Pa.ul , I{B9HGZ and Mike, KgoRU both have

O (- O rrr-

Speaking about hamfests trere t s some
HAMFEST.HUII{OR

If'not sooner, see you at the hamfest Augu'st 25.

73 and good J-uck,
PauL WB9HGZ

. Hamfest Committee Cha.irman
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"Oniy 8,642 hours to go before
the next big Hqm Fest."

'\l wont some pictgies of you'on the
woy to the Hom Fest, deqr . . . smile!',

'Them hom fetlqs? Yeoh, over the fence

drQQ-r
:o
ocorSi

qnd on top thqt loooong hill."
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BATTERY =SAVING :W

Key

THINK SMALL!

4Z ohms
*wo

b2

2N2 15O or

b1

equivl

3.2 or I ohms
O.1 mf

NOVICES !

If you need to practLce tf Brass Poundingtr here r s a proJect
just for you. Ttris. LLttl-e r:nijunctLon transLstor code practice
oscillator shouLd put out enough sound to be treard Ln a fairly
quiet roolno It wonrt b].ast your ears out but will provLde quite
ample sorrnd for code practice. To chan8e pitch vary ttre varue
of ttre capacitor. An earphone may be substituted for the speaker
if des.ired. Parts pJ-a.cement and l-ead d.ress is not criticaL so
most any construction mettrod wiLl do.

WINTED!
We occasionally are contacted by amateurs in
f orei gn countri es where government or po'l i ti calrestrictions make impossible their subscription
to American ham magazines, or the importation
of the most common electronic repair parts.

What we need is readily available without question.
But this is not true in countries like Ceylon,
Argentind, etc., and we never realize that welive in a ham's paradise in America unti'l we get,
almost apologetic requests from foreign amateurs,
as k'i ng f or used catal ogS , QST, CQ and 73 magazi nes .
They are delighted to have these items after we arefi ni shed wi th them. Thi s month we menti on the
need of PADDY GUNASEKERA, 457PB, 9/1 CLAESSEN
PLACE , C0L0MB0 5 , CEYL0N , AS IA. He wi I I begrateful for back copies of aIl American ham
magazines and electronic. catalogs. Mail themto PADDY directly, using the above address.

Ce t.tgDDL
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Red Sulth WpF.X age 81 retlred electrlcal contractor
after 51 years ln the,electrlo fleld; raade the flrst radlo
1n 1911 and was llcensed ln 1911* and stlLl ho1d,s the
orlglnal caLL.

Worked ln a steam d.rlven 1lght plant at the age of t?years. Eqr two_and a half years voltage was 1100V 133eycles AC and. 2500V DC for- street 1igf,ts. Needless [6
say that I needed, no call as wlth a t33 cycle note on
ny sarrler everybody knew Red. was there.

Played checkers wlth Carl Hands (CH)-Rockford Hlgh school
and. Hlram ltlorgan 9AP ln Be1olt whl1e I was ln Pecatonlca
Ln t9L2. The squeres were lettered and. the ch.eckers were
numberd, It toolr all wlnter to play the game two nlghts
a tveek.

Dropped out of radlo betrseen the flrst and seoond war
years then got ny o1d oa}I back. Actlve on 75-40-20-10
and 2 meter F![. flave flrst lssue of L9L3 call book.
Equlpnent lncludes r Swan ZSOC-Drake TB-l&--Rengenoy- HRZL?
a 80-l+0 meter lnverted. V and. a TE3 Thunderblrd Jr. up.
6o feet.

WgrX 
]

I L SO N (aeol SM lT f-l 
l
e

T

R,A Dl'OWi zet " XA4 T Rntua
DATE ANT4i,n
IME lIA RCVR-
lR SlGS.irr BANDT, ,*-,

EMA, l?KSr*i ,rlrui n,l ,r .-ii



HAII ADS! Free servlce to Hams. Deadllne for copy ls
two weeks before RARA meetlng. To place an ad.call Paul, WB9HGZ, )9?-6)53 or Steve, WB9JAV
at )99-t)06

FOR SALE: Globe !1ob11e 11ne 5 meter transcelver' 20 watts
lnpui. l'llth Halo. Best offer
c"ii cl,uck Dlvlne wAgrGo 398-5?t9

FOR SALE: Heath AT-1 Transmltter- can bg'converted.to 6'

Heath Dx-608 Transmltter, $80.00 
$to'oo

Jbrtnson V1klng VFo, 80-10 neters-$15'00-
el}iea- zgio cSmuunicatlons Recelver 80-10

="u-cw-an-*na wWV settlng, $75.00
call ![Erk llINgNrE 397z.6808

WAI$ED: I'IORE ADS I

Did you hear abotrt the Ham wl.o was
conservj-ng electrical ener|g..y?

He only turns his clock on when he

the time.

concerned about

wants to read

ROCKFORD AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION tNC.,

P.O. BOX 17M, ROCKFORD, ILLINOIS 61110

2o AleR Sg ,
uRoM.13.'

FIRST CLAS.S

aFgair
D{y$


