THE HAM RAG

DECEMBER $SSUE., 1974

Affiliated with ARRL
NET meets each Monday at 9:00 P.M. local time on 28.7 megahertz

Prooram: B A.LR. A. CHRISTMAS PARTY

* * * * * *

DATE: SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14, 1974
PLACE: ROCKFORD ELKS CLUB

TIME: COCKTAILS - - 6:00 PM
DINNER - - - 7:00 PM

e

See map below for location of party and.nearby parking. Ring front door
bell.. Open when attendant buzzes the lock release. Go DOWN the steps
to our reserved cloak room, bar, and dining room.

John Wacker and Clyde Aspling will meet you at the dining room door to
check reservations, and collect $5.75 for guests of members. They will
also be pleased to collect your 1975 dues of $5.00.

1974
MEMBERSHIP

DIRECTORY




ROCKFCRD AMATEUR RADIO ASOC. INC.
P.0. Box 1744, Rockford, Ill1l. 61110
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PRESIDENT'S LOG

Well, we're at the end of another year and a good year it was.

- As T look back over the last twelve months I see many outstand-
ing achievements made by our club. I would like to take this
opportunity to cite just a couple of them.

Fleld Day turned into a great success after a major disappointment
Just an hour before the appointed time. We placed first in our
class. This event is a perfect example of teamwork and an all

out effort made by members of our club.

Another blg event on the club calendar was Hamfest. That well-
planned and executed event was the best one so far, and made

the club treasury solvent for another year. As you all know
Hamfest 1s the 1life blood of our club, and the proceeds from it
make most of the other club activities possible. Congratulations
egaln, to both committees, for a job well done!

As you read this issue of Ham Rag, I would like to ask each of you
to consider for a moment the amount of work it takes to get this
club paper to you. Such things as getting articles, editing,
typing, printing, and mailing, all take a lot of time and effort.
The editors of Ham Rag literally spend hours getting one of the
best radio club papers in the country to you each month. It's not
by chance that the peper is eight pages long, but rather, that's
the maximum we can mail and still hold the mailing cost down to
10¢ per issue. I mention Ham Rag for two reasons. First, to show
there 1s much more to running RARA than a monthly meeting, and
second, with the close of the calender year, the present editors
have taken their turn and now it's yours. If you can help, even
in a small way, call John Wacker (399=-1695) right now and offer
your help. The continuance of Ham Rag depends on it.

I want to take this opportunity to "Thank You" for allowing me

the honor of being club president this year. The success or failure
of the club does not come from the president but rather from the
support of its members. Thanks to you, the membership, RARA hed

& very good year. Your collective efforts made RARA what 1t is -
The Greatest.

"MERRY CHRISTMAS", see you all at the ChristmasParty.
73's

de

Dick WB9IED



ABOUT THE JANUARY MEETING = = = = = = = = =~

Rock Valley College will be more or less closed down
from mid-December until mid-January, with the heating
plant running at reduced capacity, so the January
meeting can not be held on the usual second Friday.
Instead, it is scheduled for January24th, the first
available Friday. The February meeting probably will
then be on February 14th. Watch Ham Rag for dates.

T'was the night before Christmas, and at last off the net,
My traffic was cleared and all achedules met;

The rig was shut down and all logging thru,

But the receiver (still on) whispered a signal or two.

I had Just 1it m{ plpe and stretched out my legs,
When I heard a strange call on 3.6 megs.
Conditions were poor, as usual, and rough,

With most signels fading, lost in the LUF.

But the op was persistent as he called MDD,
Repeatedly, patiently, with a terse "QTC",

So I turned on the rig and sent on my key,

His call and mine and a quick "QRV".

With a erisp "QSK" and "HR NR 1",

Preamble, address and text were begun.

My copy was clean, and I gave not a thought,
To the message itself, or the sig as I ought.

So I sent "QSL" und then heard him say,

"TU OM CU SK".

Then I turned otf my gear on a now quiet band,
and started to reed the message at hand.

The address was U.S., with a text rather trite,
"Merry Christmas to all and to all a good night'.
But the 8IG &t the bottom which I reaed with a start,
Filled my mind wlth delight, gave a 1ift to my heart.

For those signals so faint, were DX so rare,
I'd not heard the call before on the air.

It was bootleg I know, but nonetheless right,
For an air mobile station aloft that one night.

So I turned off the lights, tiptoed to bed,

Cheered with the knowledge 'bout the op in the sled.
For the sig was a call, thou§h not FCC,
Self-assigned, true as "P1SC".

(Copied from QST, Dec. 1965 by Mark WBINFE)



RARA MEMBERSEIF..DIREC TORY

2

{ ]

4970 Linden Road, Rockford, 61109

Evert Anderson, K9KZS, 399-9130
1012 Parkwood Ave., Rockford, 61107

Harris Anderson, K9PDZ, 964-3850
114 Daisyfield Rd., Rockford, 61102

Ray Anderson, WA9FYM, 399-7800
1411 Monticello Lane, Rockford, 61107

Peter Andree, W9TBD, 399-6113
2591 Timber Trail, Rockford, 61107

Othel P, Andrews, K9JMW, 399-2527
113 Alder Ave., Rockford, 61107

Carroll Appleman, W9MKC, 962-0388
P. O. Box 566, Rockford, 61107

Clyde Aspling, WB9KOT, 1-874-2330

Claude Baker, K9PGW, 877-0581
3125 Spring Lake Dr., Rockford, 61111

Frank Baker, WB9OGD, 1-623-2008
11993 Southgate Rd., Roscoe, 61073

F. C. Beldowski, WO9IBO, 633-5849
6920 N. Second St., Rockford, 61111

Richard Bielke, WNOEHX, 968-4419
2142 Cumberland St., Rockford, 61103

Paul Boeing, WB9AJU, 877-5856
4708 White Oak Ave., Rockford, 61111

Clark Bullen, W9COX, 399-8636
2535 Highcrest Rd. Rockford, 61107

Carl Cacciatore, WN9PBR, 398-0732
1685 Williamsburg Rd., Rockford, 61107

Carol H, Carlson, W9TET, 399-7327
3727 Highcrest Rd., Rockford, 61107

Larry Carlstrom, K9LUX, 654-0080
9702 Shore Drive, Rockford, 61111

Harold Cartwright, WN9PBO, 1-874-4159
5644 Vienna Drive, Rockford, 61109

Conrad Claeson, K9VTV, 399-6231
3108 - 12th Ave., Rockford, 61108

James M. Clark, W9BAV, 226-5696
1815 Hollyhock Dr., Rockford, 61107 .

Dick Connors, WB9IED, 877-7722
3204 Orleans Ave., Rockford, 61111

Byron Dale, WN9PBZ, 965-2519
2312 Melrose St., Rockford, 61103

Bob Davidson, WA9NTT, 877-6274
31111 Chateau Lane, Rockford, 61103

Bill Davis, WA9GRN, 226-0955
2424 Highcrest Road, Rockford, 61107

Earl Davis, WB9KOR, 633-4225
1694 Jennie Dr., Rockford, 61111

Paul Dean, WB9HGZ, 397-6363
317 Shaw St., Rockford, 61108

Chuck Derwent, K9SAN, 1-239-2247
RR #1, Durand, Il., 61024
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Steve Donaldson, WB9JAV, 399-1306
408 Parkside Dr., Rockford, 61108

Wm. S. Downing, W9UCY, 398-8423
1709 Westview Dr., Rockford, 61109

James Dunlea, WB9KZQ, 398-7389
4407 Brendenwood Rd., Rockford, 61107

A, C., Durdin III, WN9KOO, 1-624-7075
Route #6, Box 228, Rockford, 61103

Herbert H. Eckstein, K9AMJ, 399-6822
5911 Alma Drive, Rockford, 61108

Dennis G. Eksten, W9DDL, 877-6768
5006 N. Second St., Loves Park, 61111

Edward Field, W9GFN, 633-3193

23‘3 Northway Pk, Aptr 7, Rockford, 61111
Vito Fiore, K9UCM,

Rock Valley College, Technology, 226-2650
4403 Brendenwood Rd., Rockford, 61107

Eric Frank, W9OVY, 398-1957
508 Parkside Dr., Rockford, 61108

Allen Friedman, W9YRA, 399-0118
5775 Alma Drive, Rockford, 61108

George Fulop, WN9KED, 399-9493
1616 Eastmoreland Ave., Rockford, 61108

L. E. Gehlhausen, WASWVY, 399-3716
4610 Cayuga Road, Rockford, 61107

Mike George, K9ORU, 1-544-2912
RR #3, Box 302, Belvidere, Il. 61008

Jerry Haigwood, WB9LOM, 633-2345
7707 Scott Lane, Rockford, 61111

Eugene Harlan, WB9MMM, 398-2683
4106 Abbottsford Rd., Rockford, 61107

Jay A. C. Hart, K9QYY, 877-1533
2406 East Lane, Rockford, 61107

Don Hassinger, WA9NFV, 654-1688

: 1611 Ijackl_)exjry Lane, Rockford, 61111

Conrad Hilpert, K9DJG,
70 Observatory St., Manor, Pa. 15665

Lucy Hilpert, W9USR
70 Observatory St., Manor, Pa. 15665

George A, Hollander, WINWB, 399-2051
126 Alder Ave., Rockford, 61107

Duane L. Hyland, WBYLEF, 398-7597
707 Blenheim Drive, Rockford, 61108

Bruce Jacobs, WN9PBX, 877-1155
2512 Country Club Terr., Rockford,61103

Arthur A, Johnson, W9HGQ, 964-1542
1506 School St., Rockford, 61103

Ernest B. Johnson, WA9DXC, 397-3160
1111 - 15th St., Rockford, 61108

Paul E. Johnson, W9BNO, 962-3420
2108 School St., Rockford, 61103
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X Jim Karnes, WA9BNK, 398-4451

619 Parkside Drive, Rockford, 61108

Mel Kinney, KIMGA, 877-4274
4308 Eaton Drive, Rockford, 61111

Lloyd Kissick, K9KGV, 399-4867
1916 Hillcrest Rd., Rockford, 61108

Larry Kleber, K9LKA, 1-544-3794
922 Whitney Blvd., Belvidere, Il. 61008

Paul Klein, K9VJJ, 226-1174
305 S. Highland, Rockford, 61108

Urban Kyburz, K9PJJ, 885-3239
RR #4, Box 234C, Rockford, 61111

Dave Larsen, WB9HPV
2301 - 8th St., Rockford, 61108

Ray Lenburg, WBYILH, 399-7733
3114 Broadway, Rockford, 61108

Steve Link, W9LXO, 965-2336
2007 Barton Blvd., Rockford, 61103

Larry Lisle, K9KZT, 968-2889
326 N, First St., Rockford, 61107

Vernon E. Lloyd, W9EZQ, 633-0821
10402 Ventura Blvd., Rockford, 61111

Al Lund, WO9PAE, 398<2699
1806 Spring Brook Ave., Rockford, 61107

Erling Malmer, WA7YFR,
2032 E. Birchwood, Mesa, Az, 85204

Paul McBride, WINKQ, 399-7973
6455 Canyon Woods, Rockford, 61109

Jim McNaught, WB9MJD, 877-5966
4930 Crofton, Rockford, 61107

Jim Michna, WN9PBY, 968-7380
3821 Page Road, Rockford, 61103

Claude Middleton, W9VZ, 397-1681
1126 - 19th St., Rockford, 61108

Fred Miner, W9WOQ, 968-2117
2012 Bruner Street, Rockford, 61103

Jack Morrison, WA9EQM, 226-5092
913 Bluecrest Dr., Rockford, 61107

Jack Muntz, WN9PCA, 964-1842
2424 Clinton Road, Rockford, 61103

Al Nelson, WN9HHG, 962-1802
1931 North Court St., Rockford, 61103

Art Nelson, WB9HNJ, 633-8647
7650 Park Street, Rockford, 61103

Maurice H, Nelson, W9FL, 399-3537
301 Oak Knolls Ave., Rockford, 61107

Jim Nilson, WB9ETH, 877-1517
4412 Marsh Ave., Rockford, 61111

C. M. Oberg, WB9JAU, 399-5925
2725 Hooker Ave., Rockford, 61108

Gunnar Ohlson, W6PWW,
9707 Nadine, Temple City, Ca. 91780
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Vernon W, Pearson, WASGNC, 399-1493
143 Dawn Ave., Rockford, 61107

Bill Penn, WA9IYK, 962-6165
1027 Sixth St., Rockford, 61108

Ralph L, Peterson, WB9CHU, 399-6375
1016 Sterling Dr., Rockford, 61107

Paul Plasters, WA9FFL, 399-9233
3408 Ed-Vera Dr., Rockford, 61109

Zygmont Podgorny, WI9MOS, 968-1244
2620 Centerville Rd., Rockford, 61102

Frank Reiter, K9UWO, 968-1650
2712 Ellen Ave., Rockford, 61103

W. F. Ridgway, WB9KOS, 877-2315
2420 Shady Lane, Rockford, 161107

B6l Schmoock, K9KCX, 1-355-2148
RFD #2, Box 128A, Winnebago, 61008

Ralph Shaff, WB9HHH, 964-8736
1927 Hancock St., Rockford, 61103

Vic Shields, K9UIY, 1-232-4973
1909 Revere St., Freeport, 61032

Wilson S, Smith, W9FX, 963-8902
1157 Arthur Ave., Rockford, 61103

Floyd Spearing, K9CUQ, 1-623-2680
11125 Third St., Roscoe, Il. 61073

Mark Stang, WBINFE, 397-6808
1411 Third Ave., Rockford, 61108

George Stinson, W9KDK, 399-4757
2729 Broadmoor Dr., Rockford, 61108

Ernest H, Storer, W9MAP, 968-1910
2031 Melrose St., Rockford, 61103

Jack Stuman, K9UWN, 399-3890
2721 Second Ave., Rockford, 61108

Gil Styles, WB9EQL, 633-3756
1010 Wood Ave., Rockford, 61111

Ray Swenson, W9VTL, 226-4888
417 James Ave., Rockford, 61107

Craig A. Thompson, WA9TXL, 1-309-692-3793
7127 Terra Vista, Unit 4, Apt. 203
Peoria, Il., 61614

Steve Thorne, K9LLI, 398-1876
1127 Prestwick Pkwy, Rockford, 61107

Steve Tollefsrud, WNIMHZ, 399-4410
1504 Illini Dr., Rockford, 61107

John Wacker, WN9IST, 399-1695
1412 Comanche Dr., Rockford, 61107

Donald E. Wallgren, WN9KOQ, 1-874-2033
2613 Whale Ave., Rockford, 61109

John Warinski, WB9INO, 964-7553
330 North Sixth St., Rockford, 61107

Marion Wheeler, WA9H]JE,
102 N, Taylor St., Albany, Wis.

Stuart H. Willcox, K9VJE, 399-4571
4960 Hinsdale Ct., Apt 5, Rockford, 61108



A SIMPLE MODIFICATION FOR BOOSTING THE OUTPUT POWER
OF TUBE TYPE TRANSMITTERS

By Art Nelson WBY9HNJ and Marsh Baker WB9FZU

A very simple modification to your output power can be made
by any ham in less than ten minutes. All that it lnvolves
is the changing of a few components in your rig. Follow the
directions given below and you can't fall.

1. If your rig uses a tube type rectifler,
remove it and replace it with a silicon
rectifier replacement.

2. Lift the power transformer high voltage
center tap from ground and reconnect
~—1t¢t to ground through a 21 ohm 10 watt

resistor.

3« Replace the final=éhplif1er screen
resistor with a 10k ohm resistor of the
same wattage as the original.

Load your transmitter in the usual manner. Plate current
will be a little higher than usual but thls is normzl. With
this modification made to my Globe transmitter which uses

a 6146 in the final, my signal strength into Milwaukee went
up two and one half S units. This modification has been
extensively tested by Marsh and myself and will work with
any transmitter which uses a tetrode or pentode final tube.
If any questions arise as to the conversion, feel free to get
in touch with me.

de WBOHNJ

§€ Editor's note: Most of us at one time or another have responded gﬁ
to a call which requires us to give a little extra. Bill,

§§ WB9KOS does this on a day by day basis and with the many hours §%
he spent on the up-date of RARA members,(name, addresses and

§§ calls), we think he deserves an extra special thanks, It may §E
have meant more to the Ham Rag staff but it's a real handy

§ﬁ ready reference for all of us,so let's give Bill a tip of the ;ﬁ

§ hat for a job well done! ﬁ

WONKQ es WBOLEF

R AR I A S N I R S A A S S A S A S S



RARA DIRECTORY BY CALLS

DECEMBER, 1974

WB9 AJU
K9 AMJ
W9 BAV
WA9 BNK
W9 BNO
WB9 CHU
W9 COX
K9 CUQ
W9 DDL
K9 DIG
WA9 DXC
WN9 EHX
WB9 EQL
WA9 EQM
WB9 ETH
W9 EZQ
WA9 FFL
W9 FL
W9 FX
WA9 FYM
W9 GFN
WA9 GNC
WA9 GRN
W9 HGQ
WB9 HGZ
WN9 HHG
WB9 HHH
WA9 HJE
WB9 HNTJ
WB9 HPV
W9 IBO
WB9 IED
WB9 ILH
WB9 INO
WN9 IST
WA9 IYK
WB9 JAU
WB9 JAV
K9 JMW
K9 KCX
W9 KDK
WN9 KED
K9 KGV
WN9 KOO
WN9 KOQ
WB9 KOR
WB9 KOS
WB9 KOT
WB9 KZQ

K9 KZS
K9 KZT

Paul Boeing
Herb Eckstein
Jim Clark

Jim Karnes
Paul Johnson
Bud Peterson
Clark Bullen
Floyd Spearing
Dennis Eksten
Connie Hilpert
Ernie Johnson
Dick Bielke
Gil Styles
Tiny Morrison
Jim Nilson
Vern Lloyd
Paul Plasters
Maury Nelson
Red Smith

Ray Anderson
Ed Field
Vernon Pearson
Bill Davis

Art Johnson
Paul Dean

Al Nelson
Ralph Shaff
Marion Wheeler
Art Nelson
Dave Larsen
Frank Beldowski
Dick Connors
Ray Lenburg
John Warinsky
John Wacker
Bill Penn

Mike Oberg
Steve Donaldson
Othel Andrews
Bob Schmoock
George Stinson
George Fulop
Lloyd Kissick
Gus Durdin
Don Wallgren
Earl Davis

Bill Ridgway
Clyde Aspling
Jim Dunlea
Evert Anderson
Larry Lisle

_WB9
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WB9 LEF
K9 LKA
K9 LLI

WB9 LOM
K9 LUX

W9 1XO
W3 MAP
K9 MGA
WN9 MHZ
WB9 MJD
W9 MKC

“W9 MOS

WB9 NFE

WA9 NFV
W9 NKQ

" WA9 NTT

W9 NWB
WB9 OGD
K9 ORU
W9 OvY
W9 PAE
WN9 PBO
WN9 PBR
WN9 PBX
WN9 PBY
WN9 PBZ
WN9 PCA
K9 PDZ

K9 PGW
K9 PJJ
W6 PWW
K9 QYY
K9 SAN
W9 TBD
W9 TET
WA9 TXL
K9 UCM
W9 UCY
K9 UTY
W9 USR
K9 UWN
K9 UWO
K9 VJE
K9 VIJ
W9 VTL
K9 VTV
W9 vz
W9 WOQ
WA9 WVY
WA7 YFR
W9 YRA

MMM

Duane Hyland
Larry Kleber
Steve Thorne
Jerry Haigwood
Larry Carlstrom -
Steve Link

Ernie Storer

Mel Kinney
Steve Tollefsrud
Jim McNaught
Carroll Appleman
Gene Harlan
Ziggy Podgorny
Mark Stang

Don Hassinger
Mick McBride
Bob Davidson
George Hollander
Frank Baker
Mike George
Eric Frank

Al Lund .
Harold Cartwright
Carl Cacciatore
Bruce Jacobs

Jim Michna
Byron Dale

Jack Muntz
Harris Anderson
Claude Baker
Doc Kyburz
Gunny Ohlson
Jay Hart

Chuck Derwent
Pete Andree
Carol Carlson
Craig Thompson
Vito Fiore

Bill Downing
Vic Shields
Lucy Hilpert
Jack Stuman
Frank Reiter

Stu Willcox

Paiil Klein

Ray Swenson
Conrad Claeson
Claude Middleton
Fred Miner

Lee Gehlhausen
Erl Malmer

Al Friedman



TRADER'S CORNER

FOR SALE:

FOR SALE:

WANTED ¢

FOR SALE:

WANTED ¢

'~ ROCKFORD AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION INC.,
P.0. BOX 1744, ROCKFORD, ILLINOIS 61110

NEW ~
MEMBERS

Dreke T4X, R4, MS4 speaker and power supply.
Very reasonable. Call Jack K9UWN, 399-3890

Ham M or any CD antennas or components at

low cost. Contact Jim WBYETH, 965-8811 for
detalls.

14AVT or similar trap vertiecal.
Jim WBYETH, 965-8811.

Clegg 99'er 6 meter with 5 erystals, §$50.

HQ-170 recelvar, 5-200 speaker, DX-60 transmitter,
(Just rebuilt), WRL model 755 VFO (just rebuilt)
and TR switch (homebrew). Complete station $200.
Also need power transformer,1800-2000 v. @ .5 amps.
Call Jerry WBSLOM, 633-2345.

Heath SB-610 signal monitor. Wattmeter for 6
meter operation, capable of handling 1000-1200
watts,P.E.P. Contact Mick WONKQ, 399-7973.

Paul Dean, WB9HGZ
317 Shaw Street
Rockford, I1. 61108

FIRST CLASS



" R.A.R.A.
CHRISTMAS PARTY

WHEN? : December 14, 1974

TIME? : Cocktails - 6:00 P.M.
Dinner - 7:00 P. M,

WHERE? : Elks Club 210 W. Jefferson

R.A.R.A. will pay for members. Wives and sweet-
hearts are welcome. Price for their dinner will be
$5.75, including tax and tips. Please return other
half of card whether or not you go. This will help

eliminate phone calls. Please return card by
December 6, 1974.



