
Affiliated with ARRL
NET meets each Monday at 9:00 P.M. local time on 28.7 megahertz

OI I OO IIr IO

o
o

I
o

I
I
I
o

I
a

I
o,o

IOIOOIO III IOI

o
oro roo

O
"----:

o

I
o

I

I
o

I

Remember the change to C"ntrar standard Time

* * R.AG @HEW N]tlTE * *

I 
FrLMS rRANsrsroRs,rc,s,HAMRADro

I SHOW AND TELL - BRING YOUR LATEST HOME BREW XMITTERS,

I RC\R,S, KEYERS, LINEARS, TRANSMATCHES,
, I SURPLUS, ETC. LET'S SEE WHAT yOU HAVE'.. DoNE, AND rEu, uS agour IT.

---- O--a._ ---asL.{YE - - - - €gqYIloN ANY suBIECr oN youR MrND
o ,ra* ora->-=.-----*.,ARANTEED AT 9:oo pM

COFFEE AND - - MIGHT BE A LITTLE SURPRISE THIS TIME
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NEXT MEETING WILL BE HELD
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 7:30 PM

ROCK VALLEY COLLEGE, ROOM 222

SEE PAGE 7 FOR AN IMPORTANT
GETTING YOUR NAME RIGHT IN

NOTICE ABOUT
THE DIRECTORY

II



e. RocKroRD AMATEUR RADIo AssocIATIoN, INC.
' P. O. Box L744, Rockford, Illinois 61108

1973 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Ray Lenburg, WB9ILH, 399-7733 Mike Souhrada, WB9IOG, L-874-4646
Ralph Shaff , WB9HHH, 964-8736 Clyde Aspling, WB9KOT , L-874-2330
Iack Stuman, K9U\AIN, 399-3890 Lee Gehlhausen, WA9WVY, 399-32t6
Bill Ridgway, WB9KOS, 877-23L5 Dick Connors, WB9IED , g'77-7722

Your suggestions and criticisms are invited - phone any time.

,-.--------.---_

",,. PRESENIrIING VC)IUR OFFIIGERS F()8. Lg7t4
,. .J

:...i PRESIDENT : GENE HARLAN, WN9MMM, IiCENSEd SiNCE MAY, L97.3, i

'.:' ffi-nome brew l-tube transmitter. workingon his : :

GeneraL C'Iass, and a new lO0-watter to go with it.
';' 'Gene, his XYL Sherri, with youngsters Shawn (8) and

: ir: i Wendy (g) tive at 4106 Abb6ttsford Road, 398-2683. i. rr,5, ,ir:

'j" ', ' Works at Osco Faiiview, where hb sells and puts out,'* i;^-::-- -^^-:^:-' _^::;^--;*::, ^:; ::; ---
good advice on cameras, records, candy and pets. ;;;ri.:i ' Other hobbies are photography and music. He is in the
26 - 35 age group.

VICE PRES : DICK CONNORS., WB9IED, re-elected, runs Drake and
six ffieter gear. Currently working on a 1296 MHz rig. :

Licensed since L970, and upgraded to Advanced this year
He is an industrial engineer at Barber-Colman, and is in
the 26 - 35 age group. Dick lives at 3204 Orleans Ave.,
with )ftll Iean and two bright kids, Iimmy (8) and Kathy (4).

SECRETARY : EARL DAVIS , WB9KOR, holds a Tech ticket, arrd is good' :1jJ*:":::: ::iff,:3,?';.*i.T,,E"i;;"#,li:','J,,
installs drapery for Carpetland, and finds time for fuII
Hme electronics courses at Rock Valley Co1lege. He is
in the 36 -50 group, and lives at I694 Jennie Drive with
XIIL Wanda and five harmonics, 7 to 16.

TREA.SURER : IOHN WACKER , WN9IST, runs Drake and Hallicrafter gear,
and is working hard on advancement to General Class. He
manages the Ingersoll cafteria, among other duties there.
Iohn is the 36 - 50 group, and lives at 1412 Comanche Drive
with XYL Elena and daughter Juanita. Three handsome sons
have grown up and left the nest.
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PRESIDENT'S LOG

I'm a pretty honest and straightforwa
you that attendance at our last meeti
L,le had about 25 people at the staFt,
Maury Nelson-['l9FL and Art Johnson-}.l9H
lent program on commercial broadcasti
their experiences went back to the ea
well put together by Maury and Art, q
humorous at the right times. You mis

Format in November is relaxed,
coffee and.

rd type, and I must tell
ng was a disappointment.
and four were guests.
GQ had prepared an excel-
ng in Rockford. Some of
rly 1900's. It was very
uite interesting and
sed i t.

'i nformal, a few f ilms, rag chew,

If you weren't there, you a'l so missed an election. It was
announced i n the RAQ and sti'l I you di dn't come. }lhy not? It's
your club. t'le'd TiTe to see you at our next meeting for surel

A b i ograph i ca I s ketch of you r new R. A
elsewhere in this issue. They are go
L974. Positions such as RAG Ed'i tor,
gram Chairmdr, Contest Chairmdr, Fiel
Fest Chairmdr, etc. need you to fill
tinue as a club with all these tasks
of your new officers. It's simply to
alternativei 1 imit activities, publ ic
program. I can assure you that if th
the club could Iose any progress we'v
that you volunteer now for any of the
missed something you-Feel needs doing
do-nBr-call Gene Harlan, oF myself , an
roster.

P_ersonal _NewS --f i na 1 Iy g

A 58' witfr -
Ham-M works fine and pol
on the way from Heath; s
soon and get back on C.[,l
Next step-finish (4) 811
contests as WgAXD (club
around the corner. [^lhat

73' s De t'lB910G

.R.A. offices appears
ing to need your help in
Assi stant Editors, Pro-
d Day Coord i na toF , Ham
the job. [,{e cannot coll-
the direct responsibi I i ty
o much of a burden. The
ations, and have a weaker
e latter is necessdFy,
e made this year. tle ask
above positions. If I've
and you want to get it

d we will put you on the

p. },Ie're at 50' with 20
ced home brew beam.
ys work best. SB-401 also
to join the 10 m'eter net

r except HW-32 now sold.
yone interested in working
know. The season is just

Y? A1-}.l9YRA? 0thers?

of my tower u

L0/L5 interla
ypropyl ene gu
hould be able
., as all gea
A Iinear. An
call), Iet me
say Vic-K9UI

3D.NI

rEq



BOCKFORD AITEA BEPEATEB SEBVICE

Bockford area hams wlth two meter gear w111 welcome therepeater servlce to be lnltlated very shortly. Thls nuch need.ed.lmprovement ln our communlcatlons eoverage 1! made possttrrethrough the efforts of ff9efr Ja:y, wAgBWK Dale and ti:e offlcers
and' technlcal comnlttee of a4 area repeater c1ub. the Wtnnebagocounty owned. torer at Rlver Bluff on i,lorth lvlaln f,.d. wllr beequlpped wlth an antenna and assoclated. transcelver gear toprovld.e a 45o vuz lInk wlth l.iBgapw, eommonly ca11e6 rhe 'rGenoalepelteri. Thls system ls owned. and ope-ratei by the DETGLB
COUNTI AI'IATEUB REPEATEB CLUB, .3o1 Malir st. Genta, iril-Zfr35.rt 1s an_open (no tone accesg)-repeater and. may be used byanyonc. lhere ls a eonslderable eipense rn equippi"s, nalntatnlngand-operatlng any repeater system. Because or trris,"thou" RAaAmembers who equlp thelr rlgs- wlth .13/ .?3 xtals "rra ".aui";il"'use the systen are eneouraged. to help d.eiray the "r"i by be--

--eomlng-*"*b"'=-of 
fhe-repeater= sruF. ou= s-aie $i=; oo'a,iirrfrryand at thls tlme 1t wlll-be satlsfactory to Join-for the Lii"ucalendar year. P1ease send your rernlttance t; the ad.dress above.Fred Bounds, Belvldere WAgBLI" furnlshed. thls drawlng andtnformatlon about how the rrGenoa Bepeateri works. yo, w111 notetfe..3!a!1ol_,- rnoblle or base(lower s[uare) transmit= " stgnar '

on 1+6.13 NHz, rhlch Is recelved by any oner or alr threerecelvers at Gcnoa, Rockford, Deka1b. et tfre Genoa slte a GeneralEleotrtc Voter, nhlch contalns a comparator clrcult, automattcattyselcots thc strongcst slgnal for retiansmlsslon or irepeatlnt,, ---
9t, l!6.73 lqilz. t{lthln a ronslcerable d.lstance surround.lng theBockford antcnna tt wllr be posslble, under most propagailoncondlttons, to talk to the chlcago area wlth a onl *rtt hand.tetaIkle. EOt{ ABOUT fHAI?

lIB9HHH

WB9ADW Repeater

Phono
Gcnoa

Transnlt

SItc
Llnc

170 ft.

Lg

7g

150

Lli. Lg l,lHz

Ll6.7g l,lHz

r50 llHz Band (Llnk)

Crawford Electronics at Genoa,
whose favorable treatment on
the Hamfest firs t prize for the
past several years, may have
the neces sary crys tals in s tock .

Be tter pho ne firs t .

,P ropotod
I ocl fo rd
lccc I vc

!lobtlr
Tmn L,
loc. 7,

Dckrl b
Rccc I vc

Sltc

225 ft.
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NET INFORMATION
******

3. MIDCARS SERVICE - SSB - DAILY - 7ZL5 AM ON, LOCAI TIME - I.:,258 MHZ
This is a SERVICE, rather than a net. It is a means of establishing

communication with specific stations of your choice, fixed or mobile. It is
used heavily for weather, road conditions, requests for aid, reports of acci-
dents, as well as for making QSO's. To get in touch with the station you
want, you can check MIDCARS to find out if he is on, or set up a time for a
later QSO and MIDCARS will notify him when he checks in. After contact is
made, you QSY, as no actual traffic is handled on the service frequency.

The service is opened at 7:15 am by PauI, W9ILL, in Mount Vernon,
Illinois, and control passes to others throughout the day. Iohn, lMB4VIK is
in control sometimes. He does an excellent job despite being handicapped,
and he operates with his toes ! Try that sometime ! If late afternoon skip
is bad, the service mayoperate additioffaly on 3.903 MHz.

New check-ins are welcome, and control will answer your queries.
Note that "break" is not used, but call "contact'r when you hear the station
you want to work. Regulars pay $S.OO per year for this service, and receive
monthly bulletins. There is an annual picnic in the midwest.

Numerous Rockford stations use MIDCARS, including Paul, K9VJJ
who is member f88, Ray, W9WL, and others.

For an interestiirg, snappy, professional operation that is a credit
to Amateur Radio, listen to 7.258 throughout the day, including Sundays.

Data furnished by PauI, K9VII

4. SIX METER STATE LINE RAG CHEWERS NET - S0.4 MHz, AM
8:00 PM LOCAL TIME MONDAYS, 9:00 PM TUES THRU SUNDAY.

This net is dedicated to passing general local news and views,
and for the promotion of rag chewing, fellowship, and use of our 6-meter
band. Equipment ranges from third hand Benton Harbor Lunch Boxes to- s€{ne pretE1n.soph,istieeted "cornmercial gear

Check-ins average about 10 stations during the summer, and
as many as 20 during the winter. They cover a large area, frequently
reaching Madison and Milwaukee. When conditlons are right, some good
DX shows up, too.

Lately, the Monday session has been building up emergency
operating technique in conjunction with the Red Cross station, W9RGU.

Here is where you will find the interesting tocal hams that you
always would like to talk with, but seldom hear on the HF bands. on
this net, they have plenty to say, on a wide range of subjects, and aII
pretty informal. A11 local hams are invited to rig up for 6-meter AM and
join the fun.

Art - WBgHNI
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THE CHRISTMAS PARTY SHAPES UP
******

John Wacker, WN9IST and Paul Klein, K9VJJ have nearly
completed arrangements for the RARA Christmas Party. Soon you will
receive a card announcing the details. There will be a return portion
for your reservations.

RARA members in good standing may attend this affair. Their
dinners wiII be paid for by RARA. Your YL's and XYL's are more than
welcome. Dinner for the ladies will cost their escort $S.SO each,
including tax and tip. A11 drinks-are at your expense.

The party will be held in the lower dining room of the- Roekfufd Elk'S-Ctub-;-Whidh has been r-eJerVed exclulii-vOlf for RARA.
Cocktails wiII be available in this room, beginning at 6:30pm,
and dinner wiII be served at approximalely 7:30pm. The date is:

SATURDAY E\ENING, DECEMBER 15, I973.

The other day, Ray, W9WL had his first QSO with Woody, W6ANX.
Woody asked that Ray send his QSL card via Woody's nephew, Jimmy, who
regrettably has always had insufficient power in his mental circuitry though
20 years old now. One of his pleasures is in taking incoming QSL cards
and locating the sender on a map. A little thing, but pretty important to
Jirnmy. Ray, of course, was happy to comply.

On a recent evening, a Mrs. Iackson telephoned Bill, WB9KOS,
saying, that she had .just received a rnessage from her son via ham radio-
Her son had just joined the Marines, and this was her first word from him.
In the excitement of hearing from her son, and this being her first ham
radiogram, she neglected to get the name and address of the amateur who
phoned the message. Wondered if Bilt could find out, so she could write
her appreciation.

Because of the Marine origin and the time of her call, BilI guessed
that lt might have been through ILPON, so he called Maury, W9FL who works
ILPON regularly. Through net control, and with only the name of the
addressee and. the approximate time to go on, Maury traced the message to
WA9CDI in Harvard. BilI relayed the complete address to Mrs. Jackson,
who followed through with notes of appreciation both to WA9CDI and \MB9KOS.

There are sorne very nice people in this world, including both the ham
fraternity and the general public !



REQUEST FOR VERIFICATION

The December issue of your HAM RAG will include a complete
directory of current RARA members. One list wiII be arranged alphabetically
by name, and will include call sign, address, and phone number. ,A..Second
list will be arranged alphabetically by call sign.

PIease look again at the address on the back of this November
issue, and see if we have your name the way you want it, and your right
caII sign and address. If these are not.right, or if you suspect that we do
not have your present phone number correct, please see BilI, WBSKOS at
the November meeting, or phone him at 877-2315 before the meeting if you
can not attend. It takes a lot of time to get the list in shape for the printer,
so don't put it off, please. No changes can be made after November 28.

I

i']0TPOU$riI

WB9JAU M1ke, one of our newer General llcensees ls sportlng a new
Ienpo I. He checks ln on the ivionday net )n 28.? and. handles hls trans
mlsslons ltke a pro. WB9HPY rave, ls ncr.{ cperatlng SSB wlth an Ft200,the Japanese d.eslgnatlon of the Ter:po I. Kglfi/6 Gunnar ls heard.
lnfrequent-Iy fronn 'lallfornla and vlslteC iiockford. for a few hours
recently. He d.oes not yet, have a tower and bean. rrlgulJ anc wpKG,
.811I anC Bud narl a Irts flshlng trlp to Canada ln ieptember and kept
In touch wlth Rockford uslng a lamp cord 1n a tree antenna. WB9IOG
Is assembling a new:iB+01 xrntr uslng a ]-5o paEe manual and a largequantlty of solder. He has also a honnebrew ltnear ln the wlnEs but
not compreted. KgucM, W9MAP, viBgroo and wBgHHH have put up towers
and. bearns recenily. R.A.n.A. nerrr nembers In last several weeks are
WN9NFE, Mark, IrAgEaM Jack (Tlny) and w.9HGe Art. some of the newer
slx meter devotees are !,J9PAE A1, l'IBgHpv Dave, and wBgrED Dlck.
New calls heard on two meter moblle ln last several weeks are
K9viJ Pau1, I!9v,lu stu and t,JAgpB.e paur. l,IBgKo'r cryde has had a new
25o *tarLey-5tt. xcvr;- Now that rrls General tlcket ls on lts way
from the FCC, w€ thtnk he ts rooklng for a converter that wlrl
93ke lt operate on 1C-80i'1. Hl. hlBgHHH snagged a 2XSSB DX, Sallsbury,
Bhodesla,.TE?JV runnrng ,rllip 5 watts zt.35i. Must be a cracker Jackantenna on hrs end. The 6 meter emergency net on Mond.ay,ntghts:
ls ge.ttlng around 10-15 cheeklns and ls lncreasrng weekly.

de I.JB9HIIH

--rI-

Iack stuman, K9uwN, our HAM RAG editor, writer, illustrator,
and what not was forced to leave the October meeting early because of
a sudden, acute illness. He spent about a week in the hospital, mostly
on the test bench, but has now returned to his home eTH in fairly good
shape. Meanwhile, a half dozen RARA members cooperated in getting
out this issue of the HAM RAG. If it doesn't have the usual professional
Iook , perhaps that is because it was done by ama teurs
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TRADER'S CORNER Free service to members of RARA.

Deadline for copy = two weeks before next meetingl .

Mail , phone, or hand copy to HAM RAG Editor.

SELL:

SELL:

Heathkit AT-1 Novice Transmitter with two xtals - $23".00
Land }ine to Mark, WN9NFE 397-6808

APX-6 converted to 1296 MHz - $20.00
CaII Art, WBg HNI 633 -8647

WANTED: 500pf air variable capacitor
Dick , WB9IED 87 7 -7 7 22

rS" .

ROCXFORD ATATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION INC.,

P.O. BOX IT1r',ROCKFORD, lLLlilols 61110

Paul Dean - WB9HGZ
317 Shaw S treet
Rockford, I11 . 61f08

F]RST CLASS

1:1f;:

TIEMBERS


