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NOVI CE NIGHT /
FOR, ALL NOVICES FROJvT 9 To
90, THrs ts YorrR, N[6HT.
"4lt You HAVE EVER WANTED TO
IlNOW', ABOUT SETTTNG IrP A
NOVICE STATION BUT DIDN'T
ICNOI^r WHO.ild, TO A.SIC 'I
ALL NOVICES .qITTENDING UIILI BE
Er.,I6IBLE FOR SPECTLL DOOR, PRIZES.
COTTEE E/-D,OUt,6}INf,tTS W1LL BE SERVED.

7:3O PM OCT. l3r 1g7Z at Roek varrey colrege
Classroom Building 1, Room 222

Enter from spring Brook, drive to the North east corner ofparking lot
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ROCKFORD AMATEUR RAD]O ASSOCIATION INC.

PBESIDENT - GUNNAR F. OHLSON,5408 LACUMBRE [399.8289] KgWTS

SECRETARY - RALPH L. SHAFF, 1927 HANCOCK ST. t964.8736] WNgHHH
TREASURER - L.E. GEHLHAUSEN, 4610 CAYUGA RD. [399.3716] WAgWVY

ErI, WA9WMI and Paul, K9VJJ have located and made
reservations for the RARA annual Ctrlstmas dinner. It will be
held Thursday, December 14, L972 at PINK PONY and we are getting
the West Dining Room. CIub members free, guests (wife, girlfriend,
etc) $5.O0 each. Mark your calendar for-this big event.
Reservation cards will be mailed out at the end of November with
all details. Note: Anyone joining RABA now is entitled to the
free dinner. There will be door prizes!

firis Ham-Rag is publishing [typical" questions asked by the
FCC on the General,/Technician exarninations. Before you take the
test, read the Ham-Rag! ! !

A few RARA member I{B9ETH, K9UIY and K9}ITS, are on the
"pa5rment" plan for AERL life membership. IYB9CIIU recently became
a life member and K9SAN is a charter life member.

RARA welcomes the following six new members: W9TET Carol
Garlson, WN9KOT Clyde Asp1ing, WN9KOJ Reinhold Miller, HN9IED
Dick Connors, IYN9??? Tom Silletti and Duane Hyland.

The final HAIIFEST meeting rvas held at Leland M9WVY September
13. The net income was $978.93 of which RARA obtained $540.OO.
About 754 tickets were sold. It should be remembered, that the
profit from the Hamfest does pay for the Christmas party and
therefore deserves the support of all RARA members.

In all it was felt the Hamfest turned out good, well
publicized in QST, CQ, 73 and Ham Radio. Attendance was also
good and lots of old timers and newcomers were there. it/ithout a
doubt there are several areas that could be improved. llext yeat
Belvidere will host the event and RABA co-sponsoring.

Red, W9FX, has an EXTRA CLASS LICENSE! Congratulations!
Getting his first license 1911 sure helped him. WB9ILH was in
Itlichlgan for a few weeks with regular slleds with Rockford on 4O
meters. I{B9IQJ, Jim, our vice-president is moving to Joliet, he
accepted a new job there.



The RARAs meeting on the 13th is to be NOVICE NIGHT. Our
club now has about 2O licensed novice members, if we count
WN9HHG, A1, and WNSKOL, Randy, who have indicated they will i"aid
the cookie jar in plenty of time for the Pink Pony Christnas
Party. For the October program we expect to have a short talk in
generalities about novice statlon equipment; transmitters,
receivers, antennas and TR- swltches. And then comes the part wethink, and we hope you have been waitLng for. Each lndividual
novice or beginner who wants to participate wtll be paired off
with a general; advanced or extrq for a private conversation.
This is your opportunity to get the anaf,ers to tbe questlons or
problems that have been bugging you. lsk anythlng about han
radio. Put the questlon to your prlvate llst that you wouldnrt
ask before a larger audlence beceuee you night think lt betrays
your Lack of knwledge. Ue suggest you eile prepered rith notes
so that you v111 renenber vhat you vaat to lsk. ff you knor of
a^nyone, fellor or gal, young or older rho has .n lnterest ln hal
radio, BARA telcoes everyone to this reetlng.

If you are chaslng DX you should have been trare tn recent
weeks that seasonal propagatton condltlons are chenglng for the
better day by day. In the thlrd reek of fbptenber there rere 2
or 3 days when slgnals from Europe uere the best I have heard on
the 15 ueter novice frequencl-es. Fron around 10 lI t111 late
afternoon. I copied stations as far east as Finland, Ronanla,
Yugoslavia, Ilungary and Czechoslavekla. You 1111 flhd them
mostly from 21.108 to 2L.16O and lf the Long sklp is i& vhlch
cuts out nost of the state side QRU, their slgnals are easily
copled wlthout a Tribander at 75! !

Some tlme ago it was expected that decreaslng solar activity
would cause a conslderable reduction in DX ln the 15 meter band.
Happily, OQ Magazine now reports that this falI and winter should
have FB DX durlng most of, the dayllght hours.

tll{gKoll John has been Licensed onry several weeks and has
been dotng very well with his DX. IIe reports I{SOs with CT1ISH
Portugal, grzAEK Brazil a^nd zL3Jo ln New zeatr and. IfNgroc Mlke
continues his,TE_DX, listing LA9JM Norway, Dr6PE Germany, zM4pU New
Zearand and JH1FEL Japan. Mike has just home-breued a 3-band
QUAD at 35r and first reports are good. lfiy DX tn Septenber
lncludes wzqz,Yugoslavia, w3BT venezuela, fiTIIRG Hawail, sl.,zBc
and SMSELP Sweden and for the second time GSYJI England.

Now iets be sure all the novices and beginners turn out for
the October meeting.

73 DE WN9HIITI
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WESTI{ARD HO! with I{B9ETH

I tried it, I liked it! ! In August we enjoyed a 3-week trip
west in a 241 motorhome, and that's the only way to go. You
wonder what that has to do with Ha.m Badio, well it makes a,"'
beautiful Ham Shack, complete with 2 meter F,M. for mobile,
contacts, and 10-40 meters for Stationary contacts. ,,

I had a Hy-Gain 5/8 wave whip with a magnetic mount and a
Drake Marker Luxury on 2 meters, and it worked great. I made
several eontacts on .34-.94 lnto several repeaters all the way
out route I-8O. Everyone on the band was extremely nice and
helpful when directlons were needed. *

I think the most impressive repeater was the Squaw Mountain
repeater mai.ntained by the Denver CIub. I made contact with the
repeater almost 100 niles East of llenver, with solid copy all the
x,ay. firere ls a retired Ha.u rtJoetr W6IET in Georgetown that is a
sort of Public Relations man for the repeater and he welcmes you
to the system and invttes you to use it as much as you like as
Iong as you sl"gn on and off wlth the time for logging purposes.
I had ay TB,-22 (1 watt) along also, and I worked the repeater
from Pikes Peak about 8O uiles South of the repeater site. I
talked to Joe WODCY agaln which was about 150-175 miles, not bad
for 1 watt. The farther north we got the less activity there was,
but lf youtve ever been to l{yonlng youtll knov whyr because there
arenrt +ny people, much less Hans. 

.

I mounted my 14 AVQ on the roof of the Motor Home, and what a
perfect ground plane that made for the vertical. I worked Bud
trBgCHU, Bay WBSILH, Lee HA9f,\IY, and ErI IfAgtMI on !O and 4O
meters'from variou3 locationsr'using my little SB-34 (135 watts).
I had a Swan Mobile antenna on the bumper, but being so close to
the side of the Motor llome there was just too mueh capacitance to
ground, and I couldnrt get it to work at all. Next time Ir11
have tb rig a mobile antenna on the roof with a spring base so I
can pull it down when near trees or in town. A11 in all it was a
terrifie trip seeing aLI the sights around Colorado Springs
including the Airforce Academy which was very impressive and
beautiful. Next was Grand Teton National Park which is one of
the prettiest spots in the country with the erystal elear lake
and the Grand Tetons for a back drop.

Yellowstone Park with all the geysers and pools is still an
impressive sight and interesting to see. The Bears were getting
out of hand rphile we were there and several had to be trapped or
shot with a tranquilizer and brought up to the high country away
from the tourist area. One night they dunped ovetr 18 garbage
cans. one of which was about 50 ft. from our campsite. Ttrese
were grizzl.y bears, full size, and about 8 foot high when
standing erect.

The return ro.ttte was through Buffalo, ITyoming and Rapid City,
South Dakota to see the flood darnage which was really
devastating. Houses were moved 4O to 5O feet off of their
foundations, and some just crushed and smashed. There is a fine
repeater on'34-94 in Bapid City, and the total 2 meter FII
population is 13.



EXAM QUrZ NO. 1

You must be abl-e to answer these questions on a general
class examination! A number of selected questi.ons will apliear
each month. .:

1. Ttre Gilbert is the basic unit of eleetrical
Resistance Power Current Conduetance
MagnetO-Motive force

2. What is the unit of electrical frequency?

ohms/sec meters,/sec a^mps/sec cycles/sec
Feet,/sec

3. When 2 resistors a"re connected in Series the total resistance
equals?

Difference of the indlvidual resistance values
Product of the lndlvidual resistance values
Sum of the individual resistance values
Square root of the Largest val-ue
Square root of the smallest value

4. I[hen 2 resistors are connected in parallel the effectlve
resistance equals?

Differenee of the resistance values
Sum of the resistance values
Product of the resistance values
Quotient obtained by dividing the large value by the
smaller one
Product of the resistance values divided by the sum of the
resistance values

5. What is the totat capacitance of 2 capacitors connected ln
parallel?

The sum of the capacitances
The difference of the 2 capacitances
The product of the 2 capacitances
tess than the smaller capacitor
Square root of the large capacitor



6. fihat is the voltage drop across'a resistor having 51000 ohms
and carrying a current of 20 millianperes?

One volt
1O volts
1OO volts
1OO0 volts
11O volts

1.

2.

3.

ANSWERS TO QUIZ NO, 1

By deflnltlon Gllbert ts tagneto-Motlve force.
The unlt of erectrieal frequency Ls cycles/sec or Hertz.
lYo reslstors connected ln serles have a totar resistance
equal to the sun of each resistor.

R.r

R= Rf +Rz
+R-
I

4. ilren tro reststors are connected in parallel the effectlve
resLstanca equals the product of the reststance'values
dlvlded by the sun of the reslstance values.

R= Rt r Rz
Rt-|.RZ

5. capacltance of two capa,cltors connected tn parallel
of capacltance.

R-OCI(-FOP,D ArTrgUR

The total
ls the sum

C Cl +CZ

6. The voltage drop across SOOO ohms carrylng a current of 20 uA
= 1O0 volts
f, : I x B : O.O2O x SOOO = 10O volts

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
RIDIO IATT(,H tNC.

r{AME CALL-
ADDRESS CITY
SIATE zlP-

i. a'R -rl

MAI L TO:'HAM RADI O" BOX 1744 ROCKFORD, ILL.



RARA NE}VS

lTor1ds largest 20 meter beam?
boom at L?O feet high, designed and
antenna and other famous stations of
was shown by AI Friedm&tr, W9WA, at
meeting. Thanks A1!

13 e lements on a 140 f oot
constructed by IYA6ZZK. That
Southern California DX CIub

the well attended September

HAM GEAR FOR SAI,E OR TRADE?

NEWS ITEMS, JOKES OB CART@NS Or INTEREST TO IIAI,!S?

FEATI.IRE ARTICLES OR SMALL HAM GEAR BUILDING PROJECTS?

WE WOULD LIKE TO PRINT THEM IN TIIE ''HAM-RAG'' - CALL:

Jack, K9UWN, 399-3890
Gun, K9WTS, 399-8289
Ra1ph, WN9HIII{, 964-8736

HUN ON SOM E6 UP
DON)T

CAN

PR.ObLEM ?
SH OOT YOUR GEAP, ,/

HELP YOU DEBU6 IT,R,ARA

N
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For sale: Amateur receiver g0 - I0 meters, ssB-Alt-ct,I
:elsitivity I ryigfovolt, Heath HD-il Q-muiiipii"r.0ri gi nal cost_ $?gq t r manuat i ncI uded. $eS fii t., 

-

t{N9I0G phone I-874-4646.

FOR SALE:. Swan 35OC vith remote VFO and pover supply.
CaIl l[rs Huvey Jarnes at 688-O08Z.
Excellent condition, reasonable price.

FoR sAr.,E: Heath compact linear, HA14, 1 KI{ with AC supply g110.oo
3 element 2O meter bea.n lly-gain used $2S.OO
KglfTS Phone 399-8289

F I RST CLASS

a P.o. mx 1714

= 
RocxFoRD, lLL, 6111 O

ITHE TRADER,S

mcoR.NER.

MA IL

GKFo


