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I hate to say I told yolt so, but that just rnay bethe case- Following- my disi,ssion of the dylnaiint"presti-ge of the amiteur radi-o op..itoi in last *oitr,sHAM RAG, r noticed quite a fes Lthers are thinking thesame way- Just pick up any of the septernber issuei ofharn magazi-nes and you wilr find a reiated article. Nowf know my editorials are not that well read. an1.wiy, a ferdays after the last RAG hit the stre"t., wgDDL i"nl *"a-cripping from a weekly paper 'rElectronic News, whichcirculates thru the business uor1d. some excerpts:rrsuppliers of cB transceivers forecast a marketing boomshould the FCC give the green 1i-ght to a proposed newcB service.The market should hit $25o rairiior, arrnrirrvwhen in fu1l sni-ng, compared to present $?o-so *iiii""cB market- Many minufacturer.prelently have operatingmodels of gear designed for the new z2o t{fftz. LB. i.n.Johnson co. estimatEs their transceiver uir_1 seIl for$200 i-nitiarly but decrease i-n time. rt is "*p".t"a'that users of the new service rrourd-support higherpriced equioment, since m.ury users rrouli be of a busi-ness or semi-busi-ness nature as compared to the raiqecontingent of hobbyists on class Dl rcc uat"rr"i=--i.r"doubtful that the [etition-fi1ed by ttre ErA uourd gothru due t. 
"*p="gled. ppposi-tion rr6m amateur radiop-roponents. " tstref i, is the factsthat are circulating in irre- inau;a;t:-iley are uaiicarryinterested in the noney that can be made from this neyservice, and as you can see, it is BrG money. f.or moredetails on the pioposar see-the sept. asr a;ticre. orryr"ythe poi-nt r want to make is the yora r underllned above..gxpggled opposition- Hho is going to oppose? ?he ARRI,in QST said that interested imat""ii stoura express theirviews- rs the ARRL g-oing to express itrs vieus? rs itin fact lpposed t: ir,s [ran. wavne Green riii-is-iol.cQ magazine is *gt (they make big^*"r.v on cB rnagazines).Nou is the time to act. Are we g5ing t'o lose anotherband? [And look rhat we lost it fo. ) 

-Just rhere is theexpected opposition going to corne from?
de K9FAK
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DX TEST RESULTS POSTED

Lest you forgotr waY back last May, RARA participated in
thej.r first organized club contest effort (excluding
Field Day of course) and fared very well for the first
time out. As a clubr w€ were in 24t-h place nationally,
and that was with only 8 operators hard at work. Some
clubs had as many aS 75 entrants. Based on the number of
members participating we came out #4 nationally. Not bad! !

Special tongrats to WSLVT who came out first pLace in
tllinois, and second in the 9th call district. He also
took top club honors. And that was in both the CW and Fone
sections of the contest. Maybe the bug has bit some of
our members and we can try another contest soon. How
about it "contest committeert?

MINI HA}ITEST

Everybody had a maxi-good time at the Mini-hamfest.
Weather was good... attendance bras good... and the
bargains hrere good, too. Herers more good news:
RARA members sold the largest number of advanced tickets
with 32l- sold, Big Thunder was next with 24O, and then
Beloit with 72 so1d. our split on the profits is based
on those figures you know, so it looks like the Christmas
party is ON. Thanks to all those who worked the gates,
the food stand, and the advance ticket sellers. It was
well worth the efforts. Sor noh, the job is up to RARA

to organj-ze the next Hamfest. Lets hear some suggestions
for next year while the ideas are fresh in your minds.
By the way, RARA walked off with the top two prizes
although a quarterback-sneak play was D€C€SSdf,!o It seems
that WB9ETH sold tickets to non-hams with the deal that if
the ticket wonr he would wj-n $5 instead of some o1r
ham radi-o gear. WeII, his deal paid off , and Jim came
up with the new Drake 2 meter FM rig and the actual winner
quite a few dollars richer. WgvZ won second place with
a Bird Wattmeter. Now Claude j.s trying to find out how to
install it in the wren house in the back yard. Please let
us know how many watts a wren puts out, C1aude.

SEPTEMBER MEETING

Since our ideas for a meeting program feII thru at the last
mj-nuter w€rve been busy trying to think of a good program
for a meeting this month. So.e .. i-nstead of bringing in
an outsider, lets have Your the membersr be the meet5-ng.
It may turn out to be an old fashioned hen party, but
1et's just get together for a good rag chew. There are
a lot of net, members in the club who everyone should get to
know. A good roundtable discussion of Ham Radio, in general,
ar of tha RARA club in particular, might be interesting. And
cf course, the coffee pot will be on. So, co,me out next
rriciay nite, Sept. 10th, Rock Val1ey College B1dg. #1, 7:30.



AUGUST MEETING HIGHLTGHTS

After a rousing business meeting, where we spent most
our tj.me talking public relations, we watched two
movies which were also PR oriented. I think I would like
to see HAMIS WIDE WORLD again. It was really good.

(Perhaps we should look into buying a copy to circulate
among the Rockford area civic groups and TV stations? )
Next was the Alaskan Earthquake film which really showed
ham radio in action. It real1y makes you shudder to see
the damage caused by nature on the loose. Unfortunatlyt
time ran short and WBSEEH was notallowed a great deal of
tj.me to explain the new repeater associati.on. One i.tem
of importance that might have been misunderstood...
the planned Rockford repeater is g! a closed repeater.
A closeQ repeater is installed by a cliche of amateurs
who want the repeater for their own use. They want to
talk to their own members only. Outsidersr even out-of-town
mobiles are not welcome. That ls not the desire of the
Rockford group. If lt was they would not have come to our
meeting to publicize the group. SO... despite stories and
rumors circulat5-ng on the air and in writ5-ng, the Northern
I11. Repeater Assn. extends a welcome mat for all.

FUTURE MEETINGS

There is a sti,rring of actlvity in the Chicago area about
ham TV on 432 MHz. Is there anyone interested in hearing
about it? Perhaps one of.the fellows would pay us a vlsit
if you are interested. Afso we have had requests for a meeting
on RTTY (teletype), but r.re have been unable to locate an
actj.ve RTTY'er who will talk at a meeting. Any ideas?
Your president talked to Phil Hal1er, ARRL director at the
hamfest and he r.rants to come out for a meeting in the near
future (probably to gLve your o1r prexy a jab with the
Woulf Hong for writing those wlld editorials.)

OTHER TTDBITS
t

The novice class w111 be starting soon at Rock Valley
College thru their adult educatj.on program. The class .is
open to all ages tho. For more information watch the newpaper
for class schedules or call Rock Va11ey. Since the
tuition will be somewhat higher than RARATs classesr dny
thoughts of a scholarship arrangement for youngsters wishing
to get started in Ham Radio?? Perhaps the cl-ub could back
a couple of aspiring novices if the need exists. The
tuition is expected to be $12 to $15.

K9WTS found out what J-ightning does to a new SB-201.
The stroke of bad luck cooked his HAI4-M too. Many vacationers
have safely returned j-ncluding W9MAP, K9QYY, who both took
jaunts to the far west. K9PAK is leaving for a trip north
on labor day.
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Dere Nlister Editer:
Our Radio Club president reported he had

}:een hamming amongst his ham friends ever
riight for a week and had a sore throat from
iroilering loud enugh to get heerd above his
friends' TV sets. The friends' TV sets kept
trippin the VOX makin matters even wurse
as then they doubled bout eyer other trans-
mission. Our presedent said he wasn,t eyen
shore if some of the members would recollect
he was even on the air without rechecking
their log, if they kept one they could read !

But the good presedent admitted TV was here
to stay, said he even was larning to live with
it if Ben's TV could just keep it running.

We had some bad news lately with our pre-
sedent's doctor telling him he might be gettin
ulcers. The doctor order him to take it easy
and let the other "ham" members do more
work. Our presedent sid all his members was
working now, 4 was workingfor him and 30
was workin again hir,,i, i;ut thcn they was ALL
workin !

He also said him and a couple other mem-
bers got out the records fer the last year to
see how the work load was runnin and the
record wasn't good. They showed that lS%
was pushin the wagon and 85% was just
ridin. It was that 85% he allowed, that mite
be givin him ulcers. One of the other workin
members looked at the things he had done
and said he didin have no ulcers hisself but
he was gettin tired blood and , after all that,
he figgered he was just POOPED from
PUSHIN!

Our presedent said him and the secretary
decided to make another little survey to find
out what that 9O7o of the inactive Radio
Club "hams" was doing. They found 4A%
was pouting over somethin that had took
place at an old meetin. These members
couldn't recollect just what it was but they
claimed they was so upset they couldn't get
over it !

Another 8% was settin at their receiver
keepin score on how many times some AM
station would qrm them with carrier. One
fellow, they reported, was keepin score by
cutting notches in his mike. Twice his knife

slipped and he cut through his mike cord
which only made him madder. Once he wait-
ed an hour for a station to identify but then
he found out the carrier was from his 100 hz
calibraytor which he had ieft on by mistake.

About 22% was figgerin out how to get
rid of ARRL. They didn't have nothin spe-
cial again ARRL but getting rid of anything
like that was jist one of there aims in life.
Now ever club has some of them kind ! It
sure takes a wise ham to know when he is
fightin for a principle or merely defending
his prejedice.

The other 20% of the inactive Radio Club
group was just being gud listeners. They
wood never think of hookin up there trans-
mitter and participating. They just sat and
listened to the others.

Our Radio Club bunch sure haven't done
too well lately on new gear. Out of the duz-
ens I talked too there warn't one thai has re.
cently got some new TVI gear. I always say,

The ham who has everything
Must need ONE MORE, no doubt,
A gadget that will explain to his wife
The 'Junk" he cannot live without!
After comin thru anouther holiday season

it seems as if we measure the joy of our holi-
days by the number that gits killed on the
highways and ever year it gets more ioyful.
So please try to drive coreful with yout cor
fulll I'11 promise to be especial careful while
driving and hammin. These summer holidays
can be murder.

Lookin back at what I rote, I can tell you
I ain't got the litterary talent nor them easy
flowin werds of them writers who usually
have articles in your magazine. I shore hope
that you git the main rnessage of this here
letter though. So, anytime, Mr. Editer, you
want to know the state of the werld and how
things is goin in the ham werld, just git me
the werd and I'11 poll the Radio Club delega-
tion.

ROCKFORD AMATIUR RADIO ASSN,
c/o DrvE Baneu I s r, K9PAK
5845 DeTRED Dn I vE
RocKFoRD, lll, 61107
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