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Whatrs with the ARRL? No, thi-s is not just anothbr anti-ARRL
editorial because I arn not basically anti-ARRL. But lately I have
found causes to seriously question the ARRL and some of its
Ieaders. Take, for example, Division Director Phil Hallerrs
letter to members recently. He askeci for comments on the proposed
band expansion, after he reworded the F.C.C. rS proposal j-n such
a way that the uninformed amateur would vote the way Haller wants
him.-I have never met Phil Haller but just from the letter I can
assume he is an Extra C1ass operator who spends most of his time
on the CW bands. Also notice the Question I'Should the dues be
increased?rr followed by Hallert's statement later in the letter
to pay up now as the dues are going up. Looks like thj-s question
has been decided. AIso, I call your attention to the new Field
Day rules. Here, just a few weeks before Field Day this bomb is
dropped. Power classes have been upped; multipliers changedl and
low power operation has been made unfeasible. Hurt hardest by
the changes has been the VHF operator. fn fact the score sheet
stops at 20 meters. Apparently Phil Hal1er's statement that I'the
technj-cj-an class is not an amateur...he only wants a radio in his
car.rrhas affected all of the ARRL. Next case in point: Advisory
committees have been establi-shed by the ARRL to set policies on
various specialty areas. Strange that members of the DX committee
need not be DXIersr or that the FM repeater committee need not be
active on that mode. Sounds more like patronage jobs in l1lj-nois
politics than honest efforts to get the best person for the job.
A case closer to home is the holder of the Illinois Section Emer-
gency CoordinaLorrs post. Not once have I seen our section listed
in the reports received column in QST. This amateur is not even
active in emergency public service work in his own home town. T
knowl I served as an emergency coordinator in hj-s home county for
a few years. During that time we had a multi-million dollar
disaster and this amateur was no where to be seen. He frequently
opposed efforts to establish an Emergency Corps in the area. He
has never offered assistance or even communicated with our coor-
dj-nator for 'vr/innebago County. This is leadership? This is where
our money goes?

Ifm proud I have been an ARRL member for over 12 years. But
letis bring the ARRL i-nto the I970rS. de KgpAK 
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hrrlrAT yOU i'ilSSED

Thanks to Pete, W9LVT, and Gunnie, K9WTS, for lining up our
April meeting. Many comments were received; all said it was the
best meeti-ng yet this year. For those of you who missed it,
featured was a roundtable discussion of DX. fs high power necessary?
Is it rea11y hard to work DX? Who is DX anyway? How do you QSL DX?
If you missed the meeting, you m5-ssed the answers to these and many
other questj-ons. Also this was the f irst meeti-ng at Rock Valley
College. Boy, what an impressive building. Jt was worth it to come
to the meeting just to see the building. An impromptu tour of the
electronics lab by our host Vito, K9UCI,I, fo1lowed. Fantastic is the
only word close to describing it. At the last board meeting, your
board of directors voted to continue meeting at Rock Val1ey. We will
try to have some signs or guides to di-rect you this month. One
clarj-fication.... smoking will not be allowed in the classroom where
the meeting is held. Smoki-ng is allowed in the hallways where the
floor is tileci. Most of the building including the classrooms is
carpeted, so this ruling is understandable. ifm sure the club wonrt
wear out their welcome due to carelessness and untidliness. Werve
never had trouble j-n the past and arentt expecting any now.

iJX TTST I-(ESULTS

We wontt know for a few months yetr but looking at the scores
for the IIX conLest sure is impressive. Nine stations participated
in the first cluir eff,orl at the DX game, accumulating a combined
score of 2rl73r685 points on phone. Unfortunately, only two stations
participated i-n the CW portion.". w€ needed three to qualify... but
they racked up over Ir00Or0O0 points. A job well done. Keep your
eyes open for the announcement of the club rankings in QST soon.

RADI0 EXPL) f71

This should be a really big show. It is a hamfest and much
more. Radio Expo is expected to attract not only the hams, but the
experimenter, CBer, hi-fi nut, anci the publ.ic in general. Iviost major
manufacturers of amateur and comercial equipment will be displaying
their wares. A large swap area is planned too. The intention is to
tel1 the amateur radio story to others... to overcome the downward
trend of ham radiors growth as compared to other electronic hobbies.

The sponsors of the Expo have made two offers to RARA which
we should consider. First, we can help pad our treasury by seliing
tickets. rrle make a dollar on every ticket sold and can return un-
sold tickets. Everything to oain... nothing to 1ose. Second offer:
we can have a ten foot square booth in the display area at no charge
to display club materials or to just te1l the public what we are
doing in Rockford, keeping in mind that we are to show that hams
do more than cause TVf and that itrs a good hobby. VrIe will discuss
the pros and cons of these offers at the next meet5-ng. Come with
\rolrr thorroht-s and ideas.



HAFIFEST SEASON UNDER|TTAY

The hamfest season got off to a big start at DeKaIb last weekend.
The cool weather didnrt seem to cool the hot buying and selling and
spurred the coffee sales. Next area hamfest is the Dixon affai-r at
Amboy on May 16th. Then comes Starved Rock, and others at the rate of
about one each weekend. The ]^aS"F one in typeth-gn ItLjreiS is our own
hamfest at Belvldere, whj-ch j-s a big selling poi-nt. I had no trouble
selling tickets at the hamfest, so remember to take them along next
time. By the wayr each of you is expected to se1I your quota,
so get going.

fitN FR0l'1 l'riARS T0 LAI{D lN IIOCKFORD

. T|. Army was enthusiastic when we asked them to give a pre-sentation about M-A.R.S. at the May meeting. MARS stands for MilitaryAffiliate Raciio Service and uses amateurs to handle messages forservicemen including phone patches. There is much informalion andm.isinformation about MARS floating aroundr so herers a chance tolearn about this service. Here to spebk at the meetlng wilL be thedirector of the MARS station at Fort Sheridan, some enlisted menwho operate the station, and a 1oca1 former ham from Rockford whooperated MARS stations in Viet Nam. They have many experiences totel1. Also they will bring the communicitions van for you to tour.Sarne meetS-ng place a last month... Rock Valley Co1lege. r'ol1ow thesigns to crassroom Buirding #r, room z2s. somlone witr be in thenorthwest corner of t-he parking lot to direct you. rf you picked
Yp a vi-stitors parking pass last meetj-ng, be sure to post it.If you ciidn't get one donrt worry.

May 14th"oo.

May i6th. c ,, o

Iriay 23rci..,.

.Iune 6thr" *
June 26 &

s- 30

to
aa
Llo

{ext meeting at Rock Val1ey College 7:30 p.m.(come early for tour: of uaRS Commrlnications van)
Rock River Radio C1ub, Dixon, Hamfest at Amboy
Yel1ow Thunder Hamfest at Dellview Hotel, f,akeDelton, wisc. (this i-s N. of Madi-son near the Delrs)Starved Rock Hamfest at Ottawa, fll.
.. Field Day
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For Sale

For Sale

For Sale

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

Hallicrafters SR-160 SSB Transceiver t 75 t 40 ' 
& 

-2O '
ii[. rr€w...3 hours user D.c. supply is inclucied'
Cal1 GarY' K9MFNr 398-5667

Eico 720 CW transmitter (Novice) w/ crystals $70t
Al1ied 2515 efi Banr1 Receiver $50, GiI , 633-3756'

KnightspanNiasterllRcvr$20'HeathGRSIrcvr$17'
CaI1 Art, 633-3647.

HeaLhHW-lSrkeyrandsixcrystals'F'lf90wattsCW'
or 75 watts for novice. This is a comp'lete station,
xmtr and rcvr in one package' Full break-in CW'

Ca11 JerrY, 963-8521.

Another Heath HW-15, includes many crystals and a
VFO for when you get a general ticket. $100 takes all.
CaI1 Bud, 399-6375.

SHORT SUBJEOTS

The Ju1-y meeting will feature an expert on VHF and
solid state techniques. Learn about the state of the art. Then in
August will be our big famJ-ly picnic. Interested in gett:-ng on
2 meter F.M.? We have some rigs available at S50 each. They have
11o and 12 volt power supplies".. 30 watts output. Call Dave,
K9PAK, 399-1344, for details. Order going j-n soon! Ivlany interested
so far. How about a shirt for club meetings and hamfests. We

have arranged to have ttre club emblem stencilled on rthite short
sleeved shirts for about SI.25 a shirt. Emblem is on front page of
this paper but will be in color and about 10" high. Your call
is also stencilleci on back, and name on pocket. Bring a shirt to
the next meeting.

Rockford Amateur Radio Association
c/o Dave Barquist, K9PAK, Pres.
5845 Dafred Drive
Rockford, Illinois 61107

FIRST CLASS


